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Revive Us, Lord 
By Lucilda A.Newton 


HY people, once so warm, are cold. 
Too precious we earth’s treasures 
hold; 
Sin’s baubles glitter as fine gold; 
Revive, O Lord, I pray. 


The easy way, the measured tread, 

The seeking after daily ‘bread, 

While souls go hungering, unfed— 
Revive us, Lord, I pray. 


The fields are white, the laborers few, 
The moments left so fleeting, too, 
That we arise Thy work to do— 

Revive us, Lord, I pray. 


How To Keep Fit 


Five factors of fitness need to be 
carefully watched if we are to be at 
our best for God. These are: Bible 
study, prayer, diet, exercise, and sleep. 
It is best to start the day with 
some regular, unhurried Bible reading. 
“Through the Bible once a year” is a 
good, practical plan, and through it God 
can speak to us according to our needs, 
for “man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedéeth out 
of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4; Deut. 
8:3). Only as we learn to knew the 
Bible can we pray acceptably and .effec- 
tively, for there we find examples, pres 
cepts, and promises to teach and en- 


courage us to pray. Without the 
corrective power of the Word we may 
become fanatical or indifferent. A 
wholesome diet is basic to a healthy 
body. Here we need both wisdom and 
will power, and God can give both. 
Just as He has seen fit to make small 
and large animals strong by greatly 
varying nourishment, so it seems that 
not all human beings are constructed 
to absofb exactly the same “kinds of 
foods. When we are fully surrendered 
to God and pray for guidance, Me can 


, lead us personally, or direct us to some 


doctor or food specialist who can give 
us sound advice. We need not be 
cranks, but we ought to be sensible and 
have the will power to refuse what is 
not best for us, as Daniel did (Dan. 
1:8-16). If our diet is wrong it can 
cripple our efficiency during the day 
and spoil our .rest at night; and it is 
doubtless a-contributing cause of com- 
mon colds and much sickness. Some 
exercise is important for all, though not 
all can take the/same kind or the same 
amount. Sometimes a doctor’s advice 
is needed as to the best type. Physical 
exercise improves the circulation, clears 
the brain, stimulates deep breathing, 
helps the whole system, and induces 
quiet sleep. Dr. Paul Dudley White, 
the heart specialist who attended Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, is a great believer in 


~ 


, 
exercise. Dr. William Beecher Scoville, 
neurosurgeon of Hartford, Conn., wrote 
the Editor, “All violent exercise is good 
if done daily” (referring to normally 
healthy people). Sleep is another area, 
as in the matter of food, where people 
differ. We need divine guidance in order 
not to get too little or too much. John 
Wesley wrote: “Healthy men require 
above six hours sleep; healthy women, 
a little above seven, in four and twenty” 
(Journal, Vol. 4, p. 536); and after con- 
siderable experiment he regularly rose 
at 4 a.m. and attributed his good health 
and long life partly to this habit. All 
these five factors are closely related, 
and the Bible is the only solid founda- 
tion for a sane, useful Christian life. 
Without it, we do not know how to 
pray; without prayer, we shal] be bar- 
ren, frustrated, and anxious; eating the 
wrong food, or too much, we shall be 
upset physically and perhaps even spir- 
itually; without some exercise (if we 
are well) and the proper rest, we may 
become sluggish and dull, then nervous 
and irritable. When a person sets out 
to honor God in all that he does, and 
seeks guidance through the Word and 
prayer, God is willing and able to direct 
him into the right paths in each of these 
areas of life. “Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 


oa 


The Paralysis of Discouragement 


By Bernard R. DeRemer, Moody Bible Institute 


to pry his pernicious way into 

many a Christian heart and life 
for untold harm, just as he attacked 
the Children of Israel with it time after 
time. Perhaps more people today are 
fighting discouragement than ever be- 
fore. The constantly increasing pres- 
sures of daily living in this jet age 


See is still using discouragement 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“When Jesus heard that, he 
said, This sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of God, 
that the Son of God might be 
glorified thereby” (John 11:4). 




















make for much discouragement, and 
Christian workers find more and more 
people coming to them for counseling 
on all types of personal problems. 
The temptation to discouragement, 
which all of us face to a greater or 
lesser degree, can be a destructive or 
a disciplining factor in our lives, ac- 
cording to our adjustment to it. It is 
destructive if we yield to it, become 
discouraged, and give up. But if by 
faith we can rise above depression and 
dejection, this very exercise will enrich 
our lives and greatly strengthen us to 
meet future trials and temptations. 
Joshua might well have been dis- 
couraged as he surveyed the tremendous 
tasks before him as successor of) the 
great leader Moses. But at his commis- 






138 (2) * 


sioning service, God challenged him and 
encouraged him with these words: 
“Have not I commanded thee? Be 
strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest” (Josh. 1:9). And 
Joshua did indeed acquit himself credit- 
ably through faith, courage, and hope. 

You may face overwhelming difficul- 
ties, which could well discourage and 
dishearten you, but God is greater than 
any circumstance! And there is a great 
lesson in a simple Chinese proverb: 
“When the moon is full, it begins to 
wane; when it is darkest, it begins to 
grow.” 

Why are you discouraged? Does some 
past failure make you feel that all is 
hopeless? Before he became “the world’s 
milkman,” Gail Borden experienced one 
business failure after another. But see 
his revealing epitaph: 

I TRIED AND FAILED 
I TRIED AGAIN AND AGAIN 
AND SUCCEEDED. 
Maybe you need to try again and again! 

Perhaps there is no more classic ex- 
ample of perseverance in spite of dis- 
couragement than that of Abraham 
Lincoln. He was reared amid pioneer 
hardships, including the early death of 
his mother and a meager formal educa- 
tion. Defeated when he first ran for 
the state ‘legislature, he then failed in 
business, and had to work some fifteen 
years to pay off his partner’s debts. He 
fell in love, but his sweetheart, Ann 
Rutledge, died. Then he proposed un- 
successfully to Mary Owens, 

He worked hard for the senatorship 
from Illinois in 1855, but after successive 
ballots in the legislature indicated his 
dwindling strength, he threw his sup- 
port to another. Unsuccessfully he rec- 
ommented others for the office of U:S. 
Land Commissioner; then failed to get 
the job himself. 

‘But that was nothing to what lay 
ahead when he became President. He 
faced the stress and strain of the ter- 
rible Civil War years; the violent criti- 
cism, opposition, misunderstanding; a 
hostile and meddling Congress; and at 
times he seemed almost deserted. Add 
to that personal tragedy: one son died 
in infancy, another in the White House 
in 1862; his marriage was described as 
“almost an affliction instead of a bless- 
ing.” (The ill-tempered ,Mary Todd 
Lincoln is said to have hurled plates 
of soup in his face during formal White 
House dinners!) 

Such a multitude of difficulties, dis- 
couragements, and defeats would have 
plunged many a less hardy soul into 
despair or suicide. But not Lincoln, 


who like Borden “tried again and again” 
—and rose above adversity to become 
not only President of the United States, 
but also one of the greatest men our 
country has ever produced. 

Perhaps it is some present or future 
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prospect that has you ‘hopelessly dis- 
couraged. Things did look pretty bleak 
to a sobbing little boy, who had just 
been told he would probably never 
walk again because of the severe burns 
on his legs. But shift the scene nearly 
twenty years later—and see a great 
athlete pounding down the track to the 
plaudits of the multitude as he sets the 
world’s record for the mile run! It was 
Glenn Cunningham, the formerly crip- 
pled child! 

While your case may not have such 
a dramatic climax, if you will accept 
your situation, whatever it may be, and 
trust the Lord to undertake for you, 
you, too, can find deliverance and vic- 
tory. 

If you are on the verge of quitting— 
some service for Christ, your school, 
employment, or the like—because of dis- 
,couragement, this message is for you: 


Don’t Quit! 

When things go wrong, as they*sometimes 
will, 

When the road you're trudging seems all 
uphill; 

When funds are low, and debts are high 

And you want to smile, but you have to 
sigh; 

When care is pressing you down a bit 

Rest if you must, but don’t you quit. 

Life is queer with its twists and turns 

As everyone of us sometimes learns, 

And many a failure turns about 

When he might have won had he stuck 
it out. 

And learns too late when the night slips 
down, 

How close he was to the golden crown. 

Success is failure turned inside out, 

The silver tint of the clouds of doubt. 

So stick to the fight when you’re hardest 
hit, 

It’s when things seem worst that you 


mustn’t quit. 
—Author unknown. 


Jeremiah, too, was ready to give up 
after his first wave of persecution. But, 
as someone has wisely said, what he 


(Continued on page 154) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Spirit's Help in Prayer 


I would like to see Romans 8:26, 27 
fully discussed in “Notes on Opén 
Letters.” (1) “The Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities.” (2) “We know not 
what we should pray for”’—is this a 
reason for unanswered prayer? (3) 
“The Spirit itself maketh inter- 
cession.” We do not know what the 
Spirit is requesting ‘in our behalf. 
(4) “He that searcheth the hearts.” 
Is this God? (5) “The mind>of the 
Spirit.” Is this not the Spirit, God? 
(6) The Holy Spirit praying for the 
saints. But are not the saints igno- 
rant of the Spirit’s requests? (7) 
What does the word “Abba” mean? 
(Mark 14:36; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6.)— 
A New York reader. 


1. The Holy Spirit does heip believers 
to pray as they ought to. He gives 
physical strength to pray; controls wan- 
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dering thoughts and wards off sleepi- 
ness; stimulates the heart to fervency 
and earnestness; reveals sins and short- 
comings in the believer’s life which 
ought to be confessed and corrected; 
makes distracting, outside noises less 
disturbing; and brings to mind passages 
of Scripture, such as promises and pre- 
cepts, which help the believer in his 
praying. * 

2. This may be a reason for unan- 
swered prayer; that is, if we persist in 
asking something contrary to God’s will, 
our prayer is not likely to be answered, 
unless He wishes to chasten us by grant- 
ing the request. The point is that the 


(Continued on page 154) 








A Life Sketch of 
Ernest Gordan’s Father 


HE beloved writer of the “Survey” 


for more than thirty years, who died 
just two years ago, came of an illustri- 
ous New England family. His father 
was Adoniram Judson Gordon (named 


for the great Burma missionary), a Bos- « 


ton pastor greatly used of God, founder 
of Gordon College, author of many spir- 
itual books, and widely known mis- 
sionary leader of the last century. He 
also wrote words and music of hymns 
and perhaps his best known tune is the 
one for “My Jesus, I Love Thee.” 
Beginning next week, THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times will publish in ‘four in- 
stallments the life story of Dr. A. J. 
Gordon, by Dr. George Hugh Seville, a 
missionary of the China Inland Mission 


‘for many years, later on the home staff, 


and then a teacher at Faith Theological 
Seminary, now retiréd. Adoniram was 
one of twelve children of John Calvin 
Gordon, who stood for the doctrines of 
the great reformer and reared his family 
in a wholesome, spacious home in the 
hills of New Hampshire. His story is 
traced from the old homestead through 
preparatory school and Brown Univer- 
sity, and the Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary at Newton, until he became a com- 
petent Greek scholar, a champion of 
temperance, and a staunch defender of 
the faith against New England Unita- 
rians. The record of his life and work 
will encourage all who are standing for 
the truth and warm the hearts of those 
who “hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness.” 

Here is a good opportunity for sub- 
scribers to make the Tres known to 
their friends. A 13-weeks subscription 
to the Trmes for $1 ($1.10 in Canada in 
U.S.A. dollars), if sent immediately, will 
secure this series and many other fine 
articles. Anyone sending in three new 
subscriptions may have free a copy of 
the book, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age”-(on Revelation), by Edgar Ainslie. 
Please send subscriptions promptly to 


*The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 


13th St., Philadelphia 5. 








e 


, an i. a a a a a 


canal 


ry 3 








58 


>pi- 
ney 
rt- 
ich 
ed; 
less 
ges 
re- 
his 


an- 

in 
rill, 
ed, 
nt- 
the 


py” 


ied 
tri- 
her 
1ed 


OS- * 


jer 
ir- 
is- 


ins 
the 


DAY 
in- 


ion 
aff, 
cal 
vas 
vin 


ily 
the 


igh 
er- 


rk 











RLesson for Match 9 








THE: SUNDAY SCHOOL: FIMES 






* (3) 139 


VII. Train Your Children by Correction and Example 


Remember, God chastens those He loves, and 


example is stronger than words 


N 

EE, also, how often God chastens 
S His people with trial and afflic- 

tion. He sends them crosses and 
disappointments; He lays them low with 
sickness; He strips them of property 
and friends; He changes them from one 
position to another; He visits them with 
things most hard to flesh and blood; and 
some of us have well-tigh fainted un- 
der the burdens laid upén us. We have 
felt pressed beyond strength, and have 
been almost ready to murmur at the 
hand that chastened us. Paul the apos- 
tle had a thorn in the flesh appointed 
him—some bitter bodily trial, no doubt, 
though we know not exactly what it 
was. But this we know—he besought 
the Lord thrice that it might be re- 
moved; yet it was not taken away (2 
Cor. 12:8, 9). 

Now, reader, notwithstanding all these 
things, did you ever hear of a single 
child of God who thought his Father 
did not treat him wisely? No, I am 
sure you never did. God’s children 
would always tell you, in the long run, 
it was a blessed thing they did not have 
their own way, and that God had done 
far better for them than they could 
have done for themselves. Yes! And 
they could tell you, too, that God’s deal- 
ings had provided more happiness for 
them than they ever would have ob- 
tained themselves, and that His way, 


however dark at times, was the way of b 


pleasantness and the path of peace, 

I ask you to lay to heart the lesson 
that God’s dealings with His people are 
meant to teach you. Fear not to with- 
hold from yourichild anything you think 


will do him harm, whatever his Own . 


wishes may be. This is God’s plan. 

Hesitate not to lay on him commands, 
of which he may not at present see the 
wisdom, and to guide him in ways that 
may not now seem reasonable to his 
mind. This is God’s plan. 

Shrink not from chastening and cor- 
recting him whenever you see his soul’s 
health requires it, however painful, it 
may be to your feelings; and remem- 
ber medicines for the mind must not be 
rejected because they are bitter. This is 
God’s plan, 

And be not afraid, above all, that such 
a plan of training will make your child 
unhappy. I warn you against this de- 
lusion. Depend on it, there is no surer 
road to unhappiness than always having 
our own way. To have our wills checked 
and denied is a blessed thing for us; it 
makes us value enjoyments when they 
come, To be indulged perpetually is 
the way to be made selfish; ‘and selfish 
people and spoiled children, believe me, 
are seldom happy. 





To see our children unconsciously 
imitate our facial expressions, tones, 
mannerisms, and gait is sometimes 
humorous, but it can also be hum- 
bling; and if our example is bad it 
can have tragic, far-reaching results. 
So it behooves us as parents to walk 
humbly before God, constantly to 
seek His wisdom and grace, and to 
make sure that our practice comes 
up to our precepts. Then, too, we 
must not shrink from crossing the 
children’s Whims and wishes, just 
as God does with us for our good. 
In this seventh article of the series 
on child-training, Dr. Ryle has writ- 
ten powerfully of both chastening 
and example. The eighth and con- 
cluding article will be published 
next week. The Series has been 
taken from a pamphlet, out of 
print, and The Sunday School Times 
knows of no plans to reprint it. 








Reader, be not wiser than God; train 
your children as He trains His, 

14. Train them, remembering continually 
the influence of your own example. 
Instruction and advice and commands 

will profit little, unless they are backed 

up by the pattern of your own life. 

Your children will never believé you 

are in earnest, and really wish them to 

obey you, as long as your actions con- 
tradict your counsel. Archbishop Til- 
lotson made a wise remark when he 
said, “To give children good instruc- 
tion, and a bad example, is but beckon- 
ing to them with the head to show them 
the way to Heaven, while we take them 
by the hand and lead them in the way 
to hell.” ~ 

We little know the force and power 
of example. No one of us can live to 
himself in this world; we are influencing 
those around us, in one way or another, 
either for good or for evil, either for 

God or for sin. They see our ways, they 


._mark our conduct, they observe our be- 


havior; and what they sée us practice, 
that they may fairly suppose we think 
right. And never, I believe, does exam- 
ple tell so powerfully as it does in the 
case of parents and children. 

Fathers and mothers, do not forget 
thaf children learn more by the eye than 
they do by the ear. The hest of school- 
masters will not imprint on their minds 
as much as they will pick up at your 
fireside. Imitation is a far stronger 
principle with children than memory. 
What they see has a much stronger effect 
on their minds than what they are told. 

Take care, then, what you do before 
a child. It is a true proverb, “Who sins 





By JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D. 


before a child, sins double.” Strive 
rather to be a living epistle of Christ, 
such as your families can read, and that 
plainly, too. Be an example of rever- 
ence for the Word of God, reverence in 
prayer, reverence for means of grace, 
reverence for the Lord’s Day. Be an 
example in words, in temper, in dili- 
gence, in temperdnce, in faith, in 
charity, in kindness, in Humility. Think 
not your children will practice what 
they do not see you do. You are their 
model picture, and they will copy what 
you are. Your reasoning and your lec- 
turing, your wise commands, ahd your 
good advice—all this they may not un- 
derstand, but they can understand your 
life. 

Children are very .quick observers, 
very quick in seeing through hypocrisy, 
very quick in finding out what you 
really think and feel, very quick in 
adopting all your ways and opinions; 
and you will generally find, as the father 
is, so is the son. . 

Remember the word that the con- 
queror Caesar always used to his sol- 
diers in a battle. He did not say, “Go 
forward,” but, “Come.” So it must be 
with you in training your children. 
They will seldom learn habits that they 
see you despise, or walk'in paths in 
which you do not walk yourself. He 
that preaches to his children” what he 
does not practice, is working a work 
that never goes forward. It is like the 
fabled web of Penelope of old, who 
,wove all day and unwove all night. 
Even so the parent who tries to train 
without setting a good example is build- 
ing with one hand and pulling down 
with the other. + 


15, Train them, remembering continually 
the power of sin. 

I name this shortly in order to guard 
you against unscriptural expectations. 

You must not expect to find your chil- 
dren’s minds a sheet of pure white 
paper, and to have no trouble if you 
only use right means. I warn you 
plainly, you will find no such thing. It 
is painful to see how much corruption 
and evil there is in a young child’s 
heart, ‘and how soon it- begins to bear 
fruit. Violent tempers, self-will, pride, 
sullenness, passion, idleness, selfishness, 
deceit, cunning, falsehood, hypocrisy, a 
terrible aptness té learn what is bad, 
a painful slowness to learn what is 
good, a\ readiness to pretend anything 
in order to gain their own ends—all 
these things, or some of them, you must 
be prepared to see, even .in your Own ,. 
flesh and blood. In little ways they will 


(Continued on page 142) 
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Seen Along the Bookshelves. 


Excellent offerings on Bible study and exposition, Christian biography, devotional help, 
Christian education and child training, prophecy, and hymnody 


ILSON’S Dictionary of Bible 

Types. By Walter Lewis Wilson, 

M.D., D.D., L.H.D. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$6.95.) Dr. Wilson is well known for 
his diligent study of the Bible and his 
skill in applying it to our daily lives. 
In this dictionary, he presents in an or- 
derly arrangement the fruit of years of 
prayerful meditation. The types are in- 
dicated by single words in bold type 
and these are listed alphabetically to 
the end of the book (519 pages). 

While there are bound to be differ- 
ences of-opinion as to what are true 
types, and the application of Scriptural 
types, yet most will agree that Dr. Wil- 
son has rendered Bible students a real 
service in classifying a large number 
of types in alphabetical order and ex- 
plaining them as he sees them. In his 
introduction he recognizes the possibil- 
ity of varying opinions, and welcomes 
additional information. 

Dr. Wilson’s three lessons on “How 
To Study Types” will be found very 
useful, and if his simple principles are 
followed they will open up new vistas 
of truth to every Christian who loves 
and studies his Bible. The author’s 
kindly manner, his illustrations, and his 
occasional whimsical and humorous 
touches make his teaching attractive. 
This will be a welcome addition to 
ministers’, Bible teachers’, and Sunday 
school teachers’ libraries. 


George Whitefield—Wayfaring Wit- 
ness. By Stuart C. Henry. (Abingdon 
Press, Nashville, Tenn., $3.75.) Dr. Henry, 
professor at Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity, can hardly be called a com- 
pletely sympathetic biographer of the 
great eighteenth-century preacher. He 
gives the facts of Whitefield’s life in 
Part I (81 pages), and in the second 
part discusses “The Message and How 
It Was Received.” Here one finds much 
criticism of his methods and message, 
and the reader wil] wonder whether Dr. 
Henry himself believes the Gospel that 
Whitefield preached with such power. 
He makes a strange distinction between 
the evangelist’s theology and faith, say- 
ing, “A hiatus between his theology and 
his faith was unavoidable” (p. 179), and 
he spends many words on this supposed 
difference. He tells of the enormous 
crowds (as high as 30,000) to whom 
Whitefield preached in England and 
America, of his care of orphans in 
Georgia, and the amazing effects of 
his preaching on rich and poor. He de- 
votes too much space to contemporary 
criticism of the evangelist in the writ- 


Except as noted, these books may be 
Ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








ings of such sensual and questionable 
authors as Fielding and Smollett. He 
admits that “Whitefield (like Paul) con- 
sidered himself called by a divine power 
to a great destiny chosen before the 
foundation of the world” (p. 175), but 
leaves the reader in doubt as to whether 
he believes he was. 

This is not a very satisfying biography 
to one who believes the whole Bible 
and that Whitefield was one of the 
greatest preachers of all time. It is 
very carefully documented, the bibliog- 
raphy is extensive, and there is a useful 
chronological table of the life of George 
Whitefield. 


Living Hymns of Charles Wesley. By 
Bishops Leslie R. Marston and W. T. 
Hogue; and the Rev. Charles Wesley. 
(Light and Life Press, Winona Lake, 
{nd., $1.) The three sections of this 
pocket-size book contain two essays on 
Wesley and his hymns, by Bishop Mars- 
ton and Bishop Hogue; and the words 
of twenty-three hymns by Charles Wes- 
ley. Quotations from several others ap- 
pear in the first two chapters, 

Among his best known are “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul,” “Love Divine, All 
Loves Excelling,” and “O For a Thou- 
sand Tongues To Sing.” Doubtless few 
people realize that he wrote sixty-five 
hundred hymns. The biographical de- 
tails given here show him as a brilliant 
writer and faithful Anglican clergyman 
and, of course, with his brother John, 
one of the founders of the Methodist 
Church. Bishop Hogue says that many 
regard Charles Wesley “as the foremost 
hymn-writer of the ages.” He tells the 
story of the writing of the thirteen 
stanzas of Wesley’s hymn beginning, 
“Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown,” 
based on Genesis 32:24-31 and known 
as “Wrestling Jacob.” Those who love 
hymns and Christian poetry will be 
glad to own this little book for that 
hymn alone. 
“the single poem, ‘Wrestling Jacob,’ was 
worth all the verses he himself had 
written”; James Montgomery regarded 
it as “among Charles Wesley’s highest 
achievements . . . in which, with con- 
summate art, he has carried on the ac- 
tion of a lyrical drama...” Other great 


Dr, Isaac Watts said that ‘ 


writers and preachers have praised it 
highly. 

Several pages are devoted to the writ- 
img of “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” and 
what it has meant te Christian people. 
Hymn lovers will be glad to have this 
little volume to carry with them to read 
in spare moments and to aid in the 
memorization,.of some of the great 
hymns, 


A Mother’s Wages. By Elizabeth 
Walker Strachan. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago, $1.) Mother of six and wife of 
the general director of the Latin Amer- 
ica Mission, Mrs. Strachan has con- 
densed in a pocket-size book principles 
and practices that she has found valu- 
able. The thirty-one short chapters are 
designed for busy mothers so that they 
may read one daily for a month. Each 
takes up one subject and thé topics 
are those that any Christian mother will 
want to consider prayerfully. 

There are talks on Conversion, Prayer, 
the Bible, Truth, Purity, Work, Music, 
Manners, Schoolwork, Punishments, 
Television, Family Prayers, and other 
home problems. The style is almost 
conversational, lightened by humor and 
epigrams, and several delightful dia- 
logues from the Strachan children— 
though these are certainly not overdone. 
Scripture is frequently quoted, as well 
as wise sayings from the author's 
teachers at Wheaton and Columbia Bible 
College. There are nuggets from the 
writings of Amy Carmichael, whom 
Elizabeth Strachan greatly admires. 

Mrs. Strachan faces frankly many of 
a mother’s trials in training a young 
family, but she constantly reminds her 
readers of the joys and privileges of 
leading in right paths those priceless 
and teachable souls whom God has lent 
them for about fourteen short years. 
Her little book will help to set Chris- 
tian mothers’ minds at ease about “out- 
side activities,” give them scores of 
practical principles, and renew their 
love for their children and husbands. 


Devotions and Prayers of John Wes- 
ley. Compiled and edited by Donald E. 
Demaray. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50.) John Wesley 
was not only a great preacher and one 
of the founders of Methodism, but also 
a very good writer. His style was clear 
and concise. In this little volume there 
are fifty-two devotional meditations, 
woven around Bible texts, and on the 
page opposite each one is a short prayer, 
appropriate to the thoughts just ex- 
pressed. 

Many topics are dealt with, such as 
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“Self-Examination Concerning Prayer,” 
“Love Hopes the Best,” “God and the 
Weather,” “Victory Over Sin,” “Humil- 
ity,” “Divine Healing,” and “No Limit 
to Endurance.” _ 

This can be carried in the pocket for 
reading in spare moments or used for 
daily devdtions at breakfast, suppef, or 
bedtime. 


117 Ways to the Mission Field. By Mel 
Larson. (Christian Service Foundation, 
Moline, Ill., $3.) No question is asked 
more frequently by ‘serious-minded 
Christian young people than, “How can 
I know God’s will for my life?” Often 
our attempted answers take the form 
of sermonettes, or the presentation of 
neat formulas for getting divine guid- 
ance. Mr. Larson has chosen another 
approach that emphasizes both the fact 
of the Lord’s leading and the diversity 
of ways in which it is manifested. He 
has presented here the story of God’s 
dealings in the lives of one hundred 
and seventeen missionaries who serve 
under the Evangelical Free Church, on 
five major mission fields. He is not 
concerned, with theory; he is telling how 
the Lord called specific individuals, and, 
as a result, his book has the impact of 
freshness and vitality. These are ordi- 
nary people whom we meet here—made 
extraordinary by the dealings of God 
in their lives. The infinite variety of 
His working is revealed, but the main 
emphasis is on the fact that God does 
lead, and that, given a chance, He will 
make His will plain to any obedient 
child of His. Mr. Larson brings his 
book to a close by a brief chapter on 
“The 118th Way,” in which he appeals 
to young readers to face seriously the 
possibility that God may want them on 
the mission field. It is a fitting climax 
to the cumulative effect of a series of 
warm, practical testimonies. 

This book should be of great help 
to many who are seriously concerned 
about God’s will for their life, and about 
their relationship to the missionary en- 
terprise. 


Is There a Conflict Between Genesis 1 
and Natural Science? By N. H. Ridder- 


bos. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand — 


Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) This is the fourth 
of the “Pathway Books” to appear, “a 
Series of contemporary theological 
Studies.” Before endeavoring to answer 
the question posed in the title of his 
book, the author first addresses himself 
to the question as to what is the proper 
interpretation of Genesis 1. In his own 
words it is this: “In Genesis 1, the in- 
spired author offers us a story of creation. 
It is not his intent, however, to present 
an exact report of what happened at 
creation. By speaking of the eightfold 
work of God he impresses the reade 
with. the fact that all that exists had 
been created by God. This eightfold 
work he places in a framework: he dis- 
tributes it over six days, to which he 
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adds a seventh as the day of rest. In 
this manner he gives expression to the 
fact that the work of creation is com- 
plete; .” (p. 45). Adopting this 
“framework-hypothesis,” our author dis- 
covers that he will have to be very “cau- 
tious in drawing conclusions which lie 
in the field of natural science.” We are 
not to draw parallels between the find- 
ings of science and what Genesis says. 
Still, we can learn scientific truth from 
Genesis—we should not be materialists, 
and: man has a unique position in the 
earth, 

Thus the author has adopted a posi- 
tion that departs from the usual inter- 
pretation of Genesis, and, in the opin- 
ion of. this. reviewer, thereby creates 
more problems than he believes he 
solves. Think, just to cite one of the 
problems, of the Biblical and theological 
havoc that will be wrought when some- 
one deals in the same way with Gen- 
esis 3, or Genesis 6 to 9! It may be that 
no one knows enough to say just what 
Genesis 1 ultimately teaches; but it 
seems safe to say that this is a pathway 
not to be followed. 


The Director of Christian Education 
in the Local Church. By Vernon R. 
Kraft. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $1.50.) 
Why do churches need a director of 
Christian education? , To answer this 
and other related questions, Mr. Kraft 
has here enlarged upon his graduation 
thesis to form a complete study of the 
subject. He first gives a brief history 
of the origin of the office, then considers 
the director’s place in the local church 
as one who can co-ordinate the Bible 
study of all age groups, arrange for 
teacher training classes, choose printed 
helps, keep permanent records, and ds- 
sist the pastor in a variety of ways. 
From this, the author proceeds to de- 
scribe the qualifications of a director, 
giving top place to the call of God and 
full surrender to the claims of His Son. 
Further chapters show how to secure 
a director who will not only produce 
a well-rounded chufch program, but 
will labor effectually for the. salvation 


of souls. How to finance the office is 
discussed, also- its future aims and 
duties. The director’s relationship to 


church members and other officers is 
made clear, while an entire chapter is 
devoted to a discussion of various atti- 
tudes, good and bad, with which the 
office and its head have been regarded. 
The study closes with’ a summary, a 
bibliography,’ and an index. 


Did Man Just Happen? By\W. A. Cris- 
well, D.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) In eight intriguing 
chapters, the successor to the late Dr. 
George Truett in the pastorate of the 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, Tex., 
has submitted a_ beneficial refuta- 
tion of Darwinian evolution. These 
chapters are especially designed for 
young people, and are printed here as 


o* (5) 141 


they were delivered by Pastor Criswell 
from the pulpit of his church. These 
sermons excited nation-wide comment 
from leading magazines, and should 
prove helpful to young people and 
Christian leaders. The chapters deal 
with such subjects as, “The Creation of 
Man—God or Gorilla?” “The Witness of 
Biology,” “The Record of the Rocks,” 
“The Hoaxes of Anthropology,” “The 
Dubious Defenses of Darwinism,” “The 
Marvelous Mystery. of Man,” “The Story 
Told by Embryology,” “We Visit the 
Museum.” 


Studies in the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ. By John L. Stauffer. (Tract 
Press, Harrisonburg, Va., 50 cents.) 
Convinced that the Book of Revelation 
‘has a mesgage for our day, and con- 
cerned to provide help for the ordinary 
reader of this precious portion of God’s 
Word, Mr. Stauffer here presents a brief 
resumé of its contents, and of the great 
spiritual lessons that may be found in 
its pages. The author's approach is that 
of an earnest, Bible-believing Chris- 
tian, who sees some merit in each of 
the various schools of interpretation of 
Revelation. He insists that symbols be 
understood in the light of their use in 
other parts of the Scripture, and that 
where sincere students have differed 
widely in their understanding of a pas- 
sage, it is well to exercise caution and 
charity. He calls himself a Biblicist, in 
the sense that he takes the Bible liter- 
ally, at the same time recognizing that 
the figurative and the symbolic have 
an important place in the Revelation. 
Having voluntarily limited himself to 
a brief treatment of his theme, Mr. 
Stauffer makes no effort to give a de- 
tailed exposition, or to defend a par- 
ticular point of view. His emphasis is 
noncontroversial; his evident desire is 
to honor the Lord, and to have Chris- 
tians know Him better through careful, 
serious study of this great portion of 
Scripture. 


Young Only Once. By Clyde M. Nar- 
ramore, Ed.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2, paper; $2.95, 
cloth.) A number of prominent Chris- 
tian workers have been called upon to 
help,;in the development of this excel- 
lent volume for present-day young peo- 
ple. The first of the twelve chapters 
captures immediate attention by tying 
a roller coaster scene to the fact that 
fun is something one likes and needs, 
and that fun may be had in fullest 
measure by getting out of an ill-health 
rut, by taking up a hobby, choosing a 
pal, and by playing around with a 
Christian group. Clear distinction is 
made between being funny and foolish. 
The second chapter, “That Person Called 
You,” offers twelve basic rules for be- 
coming popular, then goes on to evalu- 


_ ate the reader’s present status as a 


likable individual. Among other chap- 
(Continued on page 152) 
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Train Your Children 


(Continued from page 139) 


creep out at a very early age; it is al- 
most startling to observe how naturally 
they seem to spring up. Children re- 
quire no schooling to learn to sin. 

But you must not be discouraged and 
cast down by what you see. You must 
not think it a strange and unusual thing, 
that little hearts can be so full of sin. 
It is the only portion that our father 
Adam left us; it is that fallen nature 
with which we come into the world; it 
is that inheritance that belongs to us all. 
Let it rather make you more diligent 
in using every means that seems most 
likely, by God’s blessing, to- counteract 
the mischief. Let it make you more and 
more careful, as far as in you lies, to 
keep your children out of the way of 
temptation. 

Never listen to those yho tell you 
your children are good, and well 
brought up, and can be trusted. Think, 
rather, that their hearts are always in- 
flammable as tinder. At their very best 
they only want a spark to set their cor- 
ruptions alight. Parents are seldom too 
cautious. Remember the natural de- 
pravity of your children, and take care. 


(To be continued) 
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A Reprint of Articles 


on Jehovah's Witnesses 


HE four articles on Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses by Dr. J. B. Rowell, pastor of 
the Central Baptist. Church, Victoria, 
B. C., which were published in THe Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times (Aug. 6, 13, 20, and 
Nov. 26, 1955) have been reprinted, 
with considerable additional material, 
in a forty-page booklet. Dr. Rowell 
gives the Scriptural claims concerning 
the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ: dis- 
cusses controverted texts; and answers 
the leading arguments of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. Dr. Rowell has a gift for 
analyzing false‘teachings in the light 
of the Bible, and he has rendered a real 
service to Christian people by mdking 
available the results of his study and 
analysis of arguments used by those 
who deny the deity of Jesus Christ, and 
his presentation of Scriptural answers. 
The booklet, entitled “The Deity of 
Jesus Christ Our Lord,” sells for 65 
cents a copy, postpaid. This and a copy 
of Dr. Rowell’s “Exposition of Hebrews 
Six—‘An Age-long Battleground,’” may 
be had for $1 postpaid (either cash or 
money order, but no checks). Orders 
should be™~sent directly to Dr. J. B. 
Rowell, 350 Foul Bay Road, Victoria, 
B. C., Can. . 


The Lamsa Bible: Scholarship or Pretense? 
By PROFESSOR ALLAN A. MacRAE, Ph.D., 


President, Faith Theological Seminary 


This article reviews “The Holy Bible—From Ancient Eastern Manu- 
scripts, containing the Old and New Testaments translated from the 
Peshitta, the authorized Bible of the Church of the East.” By George 
. M. Lamsa, (A. J. Holman Co., Philadelphia 7; $12.50.) 


This article is copyrighted by The Sunday School Times Company, and no part 
of it may be reprinted without the permission of the Company. 


VOLUME just issued by A. J. Hol- 

man Company is put forward as a 
great help to those desiring to know 
exactly what the Bible teaches. This 
book claims to be a translation of the 
Bible from ancient Eastern manuscripts 
in the Aramaic language. The author’s 
introduction states that it is translated 
from the very language that Jesus 
spoke, and asserts that the Gospels and 
the Epistles were originally written in 
this language. The inside of the jacket 
gives samples of the contents, under 
the heading: “Comparative verses. Ex- 
isting mistranslations as _ corrected.” 
Thus the claim is made that our com- 
mon versions in English give us an 
incorrect presentation of the Bible and 
that this is the true Bible translated 
from the actual language in which it 
was originally written. 

It is also glaimed that the translator, 
George M. Lamsa, is uniquely fitted to 
carry out this task, for it is asserted 
that he was brought up in a land in 
which the customs of Jesus’ time are 
still preserved and in which the lan- 





guage of Jesus is still spoken. 

These are tremendous claims. 
are true, this book can render a great 
service to all Christians. On the other 
hand, if these claims are not true the 
book can do an incalculable amount of 
harm. Therefore it becomes our duty 
to examine them carefully and frankly. 

We shall look at the claims made for 
the book in the following order: (1) 
that this is a new translation of the 
Bible from ancient Eastern manuscripts; 
(2) that these ancient manuscripts pre- 
sent the Bible in the original form so 
that the other versions that we have 
are actually mistranslations; (3) that 
the translator is uniquely qualified to 
make such a translation, 

The first of these claims—the claim 
that this is a translation from ancient 
Eastern manuscripts—is one that a little 
study proves to be quite unfounded. If 
this book is opened at almost any place 
and the King James Version is placed 
beside it, it will soon be observed that 
the great majority of its passages are 
taken word for word from the King 
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James Version. Actually the book is in 
no sense a new translation, but is sim- 


. ply a revision of the King James Ver- 


sion. 

Nine-tenths of the changes that this 
book makes from the King James Ver- 
sion are changes that amount to an 
obvious modernizing of the ‘text. Thus 
“ye” in the King James Version is al- 
ways changed to “you” in this book. 
Such words as “seemeth” and “doeth” 
are changed to “seems” and “does,” 
“Suffer” becomes “allow” and “to wit” 
becomes “to know.” “Know ye not?” 
is changed to “Do you not know?” Thus 
the forms of present-day English are 
substituted for those that were in use 
three hundred years ago when the King 
James Version was translated. 


If It Were Simply a Revision 

If this book were simply a revision, 
keeping the exact teaching of the King 
James Version and staying as close as 
possible to its language, but doing away 
with all archaic expressions and idioms 


~ and substituting the language of today 


for that of three hundred years ago, 
a real service would be rendered to the 
Christian public. Christian people are 
greatly hindered in their reading of the 
Bible by the presence of old forms 
which are no longer used. These forms 
are like static: they produce unneces- 
sary confusion. To publish the King 
James Version with no other changes 
than these would be to render a real 
service. 

The Lamsa volume reads very easily 
and smoothly. It has an excellent style. 
The reason for this style, however, is 
that it is in the main simply a presen- 
tation of the beauty of the King James 
Version, with the necessary moderniza- 
tion of archaic expressions. This is 
something that should have been done 
for the King James Version long ago. 

It can safely be said that if a per- 
son who had never seen the King James 
Version were to set to work to give a 
translation of the Peshitta Bible into 
English, there would not be more than 
one word ia three in his translation 
that would be identical with that of the 
King James Version. This is easily 
proved by examining other translations 
of the Bible that have been made into 
English and seeing how many differ- 
ences they have from the King James 
Version. The agreement of this book 
with the King James Version in the 
great bulk of its wording is so close 
that all that one can say is that the 
King James Version has been slightly 
revised in order to form this book. It 
is certainly not a new translation from 
the Peshitta or from anything else. If 
the simple modernizing of expressions, 
euch as we have pointed out, were not 

counted, at least ninety-five per cent 

of the words in this Bible could be said 
to be identical with those in the King 

James Version. 
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Unfortunately, there are a good many 
differences from the teaching of the 
King James Version in this book. 
While these differences, even in word- 
ing, do not constitute more than one- 
twentieth of the book as a whole, yet 
in the total they amount to a great deal, 
and they make it impossible for any- 
one, unless he also has the King James 
Bible open before him, to know whether 
he is reading simply a revision of it or 
the substitution of something different. 


A Claim Not Well Founded 


It is claimed on the flyleaf that the 
differences between this book and the 
King James Version represent the dif- 
ferent rendering found in the Aramaic, 
but on examination this claim proves 
not to be well founded. Thus the very 
first verse of the Bible in the Lamsa 
translation reads, “God created the 
heavens and the earth in the very be- 
ginning.” Yet when we look at the 
Hebrew words and compare them with 
the Aramaic words of this verse, we 
find that they agree word for word right 
straight through. The only difference 
between the Lamsa translation and the 
King James Version is that he puts 
the phrase “in the very beginning” at 
the end, while the King James Version 
has the words “in the beginning” at the 
start of the verse. Actually the Aramaic 
starts with the phrase “in the bggin- 
ning” just as the Hebrew does. The 
word “very,” which Lamsa inserts, does 
not occur in the Aramaic at all but is 
purely a product of his imagination. It 
is not a translation but an editorial in- 
sertion. 

A similar instance is noticeable in 
Micah 5:2, where we have one of the 
great predictions of the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ., In the King James 
Version the verse reads as follows: 
“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” ‘ 

This verse clearly declares that Jesus 


‘Christ went forth in ancient times to 


accomplish. His great work. It teaches 
the pre-existence of Christ, and this is 
a great evidence of His deity. He went 
forth to create the world. He went forth 
to speak to Abraham. He went forth 
to speak to the father of Samson. He 
performed many great works in ancient 
times as “the angel of the Lord.” Jesus 
Christ was not a new'creation. He was 
an incarnation of the Son of God in 
human flesh. He was truly God as well 
as being truly man. 

To opponents of the deity of Christ 
this verse has long posed a difficult 
problem. The Revised Standard Ver- 
sion, for instance, substitutes “origin” 
for the words “goings forth” even 


though there is no other instance any- 
where in the Bible where this word is 
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used to mean “origin.” It always means 
either the abstract verb, “goings forth,” 
or, “the place of goings forth.” The 
reading of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion is an entirely unwarranted attempt 
to get rid of the idea of the pre-exist- 
ence of Christ. 

Lamsa renders the verse as follows: 
“And you, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
you are little among the thousands of 
towns of Judah, yet out of you shall 
come forth a ruler to govern Israel; 
whose goings forth have been predicted 
from of old, from eternity.” 

It is apparent that most of this _ren- 
dering of the verse is verbally almost 
identical with that of the King James 
Version, but there is one startling dif- 
ference due to the insertion of the 
words “have been predicted.” This in- 
sertion completely changes the meaning 
of the verse. The pre-existence of 
Christ entirely disappears. All that it 
says is that He has been “predicted from 
of old, from eternity.” 

Lamsa claims that his Old Testament 
is a translation of the Codex Ambro- 
sianus of the Peshitta. Neither this 
Codex nor any other manuscript of the 
Peshitta that I have ever seen contains 
the word “predicted” in this verse. It 
is not a translation but an arbitrary 
insertion on Lamsa’s part. 


Are Other Versions Mistranslations? 


Now let us look at the second claim 
—the claim that these ancient manu- 
scripts present the Bible in the original 
form so that the other versions that we 
have are actually mistranslations. Lamsa 
claims that the Gospels and the Epistles 
were originally written in Aramaic and 
that our Greek New Testament is sim- 
ply a translation, and often a mistrans- 
lation of an Aramaic original. It may 
be said about this that there’ is not a 
shred of scientific evidence that Paul 
wrote any of his- Epistles first in the 
Aramaic language. There are those who 
feel that some of the Gospels may have 
been written first in the Aramaic, but no 
scientific scholar living believes that 
this first form, if such there ever was, 
exists today. Two or three different 
translations of portions of the New Tes- 
tament weré made into Aramaic in early 
times. In the fifth century A.D., a 
bishop in Syria decided that a.new 
translation into Aramaic was desirable 
and he had the Peshitta Version trans- 
lated out of the Greek. This is recog- 
nized by most scholars to be the case, 
quite in contrast to the claim of Lamsa. 

In connection with this question of 
whether the Peshitta of the New Tes- 
tament is a translation or whether it is 
the original ‘New Testament, it is inter- 
esting to notice one of the verses of 
which Lamsa’s rendering has been most 
widely publicized. This is Matthew 
27:46 and the parallel is Mark 15:34. 
Lamsa’s rendering of this verse is quite 
different from that in the King James 
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Version. A little later on we will ex- 
amine his rendering and see whether 
it is justified. Just now, however, I 
wish to point out something different 
about these verses. Lamsa translates 
Mark 15:34 as follows: “And at the 
ninth hour, Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lemana, shabak- 
thani! which means, My God, my God, 
for this I was spared!” (Lamsa renders 
Matthew 27:46 in almost _ identical 
fashion.) 


The Only Possible Explanation 


It should Ve noticed that the Lamsa 
translation does not give the meaning 
of the Aramaic words, “Eli, Eli, lemana, 
shabakthani,” in a footnote, but the in- 
terpretation is actually included in the 
verse. This is proper, since the Peshitta 
Version gives the Aramaic words, “Eli, 
Eli, lemana shabakthani,” and then con- 
tinues “which means” and repeats sub- 
stantially the same words over again. 
It is exactly the same as if we would 
write, “He said, ‘My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?’ which means, 
‘My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?’” As it stands, it is utter 
nonsense. The only possible explana- 
tion of this repetition, both in the 
Lamsa translation and in the Peshitta 
from which he has taken it, is the fact 
that the Peshitta itself is a translation 
from the Greek, which quotes the Ara- 


-maic words that Jesus called out on the 


cross, and then translates them into 
Greek for the benefit of the readers of 
the Greek Gospel, who did not know 
Aramaic. In the Greek it makes perfect 
sense. The repetition in the Peshitta 
is clear proof that the Peshitta is not 
the original Gospel but a translation 
from the Greek. 

Lamsa states that Jesus did not know 
Greek and that Greek was not used in 
Palestine in the time of Jesus. This 
statement contradicts all known facts 
about Palestine at the time, when the 
administration of the government and 
the commercial life of the area were 
very largely carried on in the Greek 
language. As a matter of fact, the schools 
of Gaza taught Greek philosophy in, the 
Greek language so well that scholars 
came from Greece itself in order to get 
the excellent teaching of Greek philos- 
ophy in these schools. Palestine was 
bilingual at this time and it can be ac- 
cepted as a certainty that Jesus spoke 
Greek just about as freely as He spoke 
Aramaic. 

However, Lamsa insists that Aramaic 
words in the New Testament have been 
misunderstood and mistranslated into 
Greek, and then implies that a similar 
process has taken place in the Old Tes- 
tament. This could not possibly -have 
been the case since the Old Testament 
was originally written in Hebrew, and 
not in Aramaic, and this fact is not de- 
nied by anyone. 

In the introduction, Lamsa makes the 
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ridiculous assertion that Hebrew is as 
similar to Aramaic as British English 
is to American English. To anyone who 
has ever studied both of these languages, 
such a statement is utter nonsense. It 
makes one wonder whether Lamsa actu- 
ally knows any Hebrew at all. The 
forms in Hebrew and Aramaic are quite 
different. The use of the tenses is very 
different. The meaning of many words 
is extremely different. While the two 
languages are about as closely related 
as French and Spanish, they are far 
more different from each other than 
American and British English. The 
claim that Lamsa’s version comes from 
more original sources than those of the 
King James Version is wrong as far as 
the New Testament is concerned. When 
applied to the Old Testament, it is pal- 
pably absurd. 


. Is the Translator Qualified? 


The third claim is that George M. 
Lamsa is uniquely qualified to give a 
translation from the Peshitta into Eng- 
lish. -This claim is presented in the 
Preface in the following words: “George 
M. Lamsa, B.A., F.R.S.A., the translator 
of this work is uniquely fitted for the 
task to which he has devoted the major 
part of his life. He is an Assyrian and 
a native of ancient Biblical lands, where 
he lived until World War I. Until that 
time, isolated from the rest of Christen- 
dom, his people retained Biblical cus- 
toms and Semitic culture that had 
perished everywhere else. This back- 
ground, together with his knowledge of 
the Aramaic (Syriac) language, has en- 
abled him to recover much of the mean- 
ing that has been lost in other transla- 
tions of the Scriptures.” 


It should be noticed that Lamsa does 
not claim any earned degree higher 
than a B.A. His education has been 
almost entirely limited to the under- 
graduate departments of mission schools 
in the Near East and of a theological 
seminary in America. 


Is the dialect of Aramaic that is 
spoken where Lamsa was brought up 
the same as the one that was spoken by 
Jesus and His apostles? As is admitted 
in. the publisher’s introduction to the 
book, the difference is at least as great 
as that between British English and 
American English. The area in which 
he was brought up is hundreds of miles 
away from Palestine. There are many 
different types of people in between, 
with all sorts of varying customs and 
habits. That thé customs and idioms 
of his area were the same as those of 
Palestine in the time of Christ would 
appear extremely unlikely. As a matter 
of fact we have early translations of 
the Gospels into the Aramaic of Pales- 
tine from which we can see the great 
difference between this dialect of Ara- 
maic and the one that is found in the 
Peshitta. Though the customs of Pales- 


tine and the customs of the Assyrians 
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might be very different from the cus- 
toms of America, that does not mean 
that they are so similar.to each other 
that acquaintance with one would fit a 
man to be an interpreter of the other. 

A prime test of Lamsa’s claim to be 
uniquely qualified as a translator is 
provided 
27:46 and its parallel in Mark 15:34. 
Twenty-five years ago, when Lamsa 
first began to be publicized, much prom- 
inence was given in Sunday supplements 
to his assertion that the words of Jesus 
on the cross did not mean, “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
but “My God, my God, for this I was 
spared.” Examination of the facts 
shows that this translation of, the Ara- 
maic is quite erroneous. It may be that, 
in the dialect that was used where 
Lamsa was brought up, such a phrase 
might have come to have this other 
meaning, for words sometimes com- 
pletely change their significance in an 
area of speech. However, it is easily 
proved that in the Peshitta Bible 
neither of these words ever has the 
meaning that Lamsa puts upon it. Ex- 
amination of other cases where the 
words occur in the Peshitta Bible makes 
this very evident. In literary Aramaic, 
“lemana” is always an interrogative. It 
means “for what?” never “for this.” 
Moreover, the word “shabakthani” ' is 
not passive, like “I was spared,” but is 
active in form, like “thou hast forsaken 
me.” The verb means “to forsake” or 
“to leave,” not “to preserve” or “to 
keep,” as is easily demonstrated by ex- 
amination of other passages in the 
Peshitta in which it occurs, 

Some years ago the writer of these 
words had a personal discussion with 
Mr. Lamsa about this verse. Lamsa 
asserted that it definitely meant not 
“why hast thou forsaken me?” but “for 


‘this I was spared” and as evidence re- 


lated the impression made upon himself 
in his boyhood when a member of his 
family died. At that time another mem- 
ber of the family cried out these words, 
“Eli, Eli lemana shabakthani.” It would 
seem to me that in such a situation it 
would be much more likely that the 
relative, filled with sorrow at the loss 
of a loved one, meant, “Why hast thou 
forsaken me?” than that she meant, “For 
this I ‘have been spared.” It is possible 
that an erroneous impression was cre- 
ated upon a little boy’s mind by a mis- 
understanding of what an adult said, 
and that this impression has persisted 
to the present time and resulted in a 
mistranslation in this widely publicized 
book. 
Peshitta Manuscripts Do Differ 

This reviewer was greatly shocked at 
finding the statement r@peated on vari- 
ous pages of the introduction that the 
translator has examined many manu- 
scripts and has found that they all agree 
completely with one another. As a 


in his version of Matthew 
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matter of fact, anyone who has done 
any firsthand work in Peshitta manu- 
scripts knows that there is every bit as 
much difference between them as there 
is between Bible mariuscripts in Greek or 
in any other language. It is impossible to 
copy manuscripts without errors and 
changes coming in, and this is bound to 
be particularly true of a text that was 
used by people who were divided into as 
many different conflicting sects as were 
the Syrian Christians. The differences 
among Peshitta manuscripts are very 
extensive. 

What the Bible thinks of the differ- 
ence between the speech of the As- 
syrians and the language of Palestine is 
clearly brought out in Isaiah 28:11, 
where Isaiah speaks of the effect that 
is to be made upon the Israelites by the 
Assyrian conquest in the following 
words: “For with a difficult speech and 
with an alien tongue will he speak to 
this people” (Lamsa’s translation, in 
this instance a correct one). 

The book is so beautifully printed that 
one wishes it were a book which would 
be a real help to Biblical interpreta- 
tion. Unfortunately, as we have seen, 
its claims are greatly inflated and quite 
unfounded. 

ELKINS PARK, PA. 


What Travelers Say About the 
Christian Fellowship Tour 


OR many who have had the priv- 

ilege of going on a Christian Fellow- 
sHip Tour through the Inland Water- 
ways of Alaska, it is an experience long 
to be remembered. Mr. and Mrs. Wal- 
ter S. Buckingham of Vero Beach, Fia., 
were among the 1957 group, and they 
included references to it in their most 
unusual Christmas greeting. It so well 
expresses impressions and descriptions 
of many of the scenes and places vis- 
ited that it is being printed here for 
the benefit of the readers of the Times 
who may be in a position to consider 
joining the 1958 group. The Bucking- 
hams said: 


As we journeyed through the great 
Northwest ‘into Canada, Psalm 19:1 ° 


kept coming into our minds, as though 
God was speaking to us: “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handywork.” 
Those majestic mountains, the snow- 
capped peaks, the deep green valleys 
all went to prove only God could plan 
and create this universe. Then the 
cattle and sheep grazing on the hill- 
side, the wild beasts roaming through 
the forests—Psalm 50:10, “For every 
beast of the forest is mine, and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills.” We felt 
such nearness to God and realized 
what a great privilege it was to en- 
joy His wondrous works, 

The rushing waters of the famous 
Bow River Falls at Banff Springs 
thrilled our hearts beyond measure, 
to see the beauties God has provided 


(Continued on page 155) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. MARCH 9. THE CHURCH'S INFLUENCE ON SOCIETY (Temperance) 


Matthew 5:1, 2, 13-16; Acts 19:21-41; 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8; James 2:14-17; 1 Peter 1:13-16, 22; printed text, 
Matthew 5:13-16; 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8; James 2:14-17 


Golden Text.—And let our people also learn to maintain good worksfor necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful.—Titus 3:14, A.S.V. ° 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt 
have lost his savour, ;wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men. 

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on 
an hill cannot be hid. 

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all 
that are in the house. 

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

1 Thess. 5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 
that day should overtake you as a thief. 

5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the 
day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness, 


6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch 
and be sober. 

7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and’ they that be 
drunken are drunken in the night. 

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope 
of salvation. 


Jas. 2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man 
say he hath faith, and have not works? can fafth save him? 

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily 
food, 

16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE postmillennialism which was so 
popular in the ‘first quarter of our 
century made much of the influ- 
ence of the Church in the world. The 
Church was identified with the King- 
dom of Heaven, which was to be as 
leaven put in the meal of this world, 
working slowly but certainly for the 
leavening of society, and so preparing 
the world for the coming of the Lord. 
Perhaps we of the premillennial per- 
suasion have gone to the other extreme, 
and, while holding rightly that our task 
was not to convert the world, have 
rather washed our hands of any respon- 
sibility to influence society at all. Our 
business was to win souls, pluck men 
from the wreckage, in keeping with 
God’s present purpose to “visit the Gen- 
tiles, to take out of them a people for 
his name” (Acts 15:14). 
We have forgotten that, in carrying 
out His purposes of election, God is at 
present engaged in a work of restraint 


.—* . . he who now letteth [hindereth] 


will let [hinder], until he be taken out 
of the way” (2 Thess. 2:7). It is surely 
not going out of bounds to say that God’s 
instrument in this restraining work is 
His Church. The Church is “salt,” to 
Stay the corruption that is in society. 
It is “light,” to bring the light of the 
Scriptures upon the consciences of men, 
reproving evil and supporting righteous- 
hess. Every true revival in the Church 
has affected society as far as the re- 
é 


x & < < 


vival has reached. The Wesleyan re- 
vival, if it did not regenerate English 
society, so brought it to the bar of Holy 
Scripture that literally hundreds of re- 
forms were effected. A lily may grow 
in the muck, but a Christian lily should 
have some effect on the muck in which 
it grows. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 5:13—“Ye are the salt of the 
earth ... lost his savour . . . good for 
nothing .. .” I have.no doubt that 
our Lord had the preservative qualities 
of salt in mind when He spoke this. 
When the preservative power is lost, its 
usefulness is gone. So the Christian. 

Verse 14—“Ye are the light of the 
worid ... cannot be hid.” See John 8: 
12; 9:5, and then the last phrase of 1 
John 4:17. God is not hiding His people 
in some secret cave, but setting them 
out to public view. 

Verse 15.—“Neither . 
a bushel, but on a candlestick . . 
Putting a lighted candle under a bushel 
would be contrary to the purpose in 
mind in lighting it. Confessing Christ 
and then keeping it secret is just as con- 


.. put it under 


” 


tradictory. Every Christian is God’s 
candle in a dark world. 
Verse 16.—“. . . so shine . . . that they 


may see... glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.” This is no “show-off,” 
any more than a light shines to show 
itself off. Our business is to glorify 
God by letting our light shine in the 
form of good works, 

1 Thess, 5:4.—“. . . not in darkness, 
that that day should overtake you as 


a thief.” For “that day” see the pre- 
vious verses of the chapter, especially 
verse 2—“the day of the Lord.” The 
idea in the figure of the thief is the 
unexpectedness of the event and the 
shocked surprise that it brings. But 
watchers are not thus surprised. 


Verse 5.—“, . . children of light... 
of the day . . . not Of the night .. .” 
It is indeed night, but “the children 
of the day” are watching for the morn- 
ing light. For ‘those who are “of the 
night,” that day will be but a sudden 
deepening of the darkness, even when 
they are saying, “Peace and safety.” 


Verse 6.—“. . . not sleep .. . watch 
and be sober.” “Sleep” here is meta- 
phorical, having to do with carelessness 
in the spiritual realm, and heedlessness 
with respect to divine warnings. The 
sobriety enjoined here is freedom from 
intoxication, and can apply to any 
worldly influence or indulgence which 
intoxicates men’s minds and affections. 

Verse 7.—“‘. .. sleep . . . are drunken 
in the night.” Doubtless the sleep here 
in mind is that sleep which is induced 


* by drunkenness, making men oblivious 


to their danger. 

Verse 8.—“.. . be sober... . breastplate 
of faith and love . .. an helmet, the 
hope of salvation.” The call to avoid 
intoxication is renewed. For a fuller 
description of the Christian armor see 
Ephesians 6:13-17. Note the difference, 
Head and heart both need defense 
against the enemy. 


Jas. 2:14—“What . . 
he hath faith... 


. profit... say 
can faith save him?” 
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Notice the emphasis on “say.” The first 
“faith” is without the article, the sec- 
ond has it. Many talk about “having 
faith,” but it has nothing to do with 
“the faith.” The proof of having “the 
faith” is what it produces. 


Verse 15.—“, . . naked, and destitute 
. . ” Here is a typical situation in 
which one’s faith will be put to the 
proof. 

Verse 16.—*“. . . be ye warmed and 
filled ... ye give them not ...?” The 
one here described is professing to have 
great faith—applying the principle of 
“having faith” to the material needs of 
others (like a Christian Science treat- 
ment). But he has not “the faith” which 
would move him to action. 

Verse 17.—“. . . faith, if it hath not 
‘works, is dead, being alone.” True 
faith, being alive, is never alone, but 
producing the children of good works, 
as.in Hebrews 11. The faith that is 
barren of works has the stench of the 
tomb. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

You may have heard it remarked that 
some Christians are so heavenly minded 
that they are no earthly good. Now 
God’s intention is that we should be 
so heavenly minded that we are “a 
heap” of earthly good. “Ye are the 
salt of the earth,” to stay the corrupt- 
ing influences that are on every hand 
and to lend a bit of heavenly flavor 
to the earthly scene. “Ye are the light 
of the world,” to bring to light the 
wrongs that need to be righted and to 
guide men’s feet into the way of life. 
Never can we fulfill these functions by 
shutting ourselves up in our closet and 
hiding away from the evil world. We 
are not of the world, but we are in it, 
and our Lord leaves us in it to do good. 

There is a day coming when the judg- 
ments of God will challenge the world 
of iniquity. It will come as a surprise, 
a shock, to the world. Men are not 
ready for it. They are not expecting 
it. They will grow more and more se- 
cure in their iniquity, until that day 
bursts upon them. They are so intoxi- 
cated with their wine of pleasure, their 
wine of power, their wine of attainment, 
that their reasoning powers are dulled 
with respect to the truth of God, and 
they are in a drunken sleep. In this 
situation, what shall we do? Drink the 
world’s wine and sleep the world’s 
sleep? God forbid! Let “that day” be 
a determinant in our thinking, and let 
us order our lives with that day in 
view, being watchful and sober. So 
shall we be armed for the spiritual con- 
flicts, and be heralds of the day to chil- 
dren of the night;. 

A vague, mystical faith which with- 
draws itself from reality is of no value. 
Not only does God demand a working 
faith, but the world needs the demon- 
stration of a working faith—faith with 
its sleeves up. A dead faith will never 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. March 2.—One in Christ. Luke 9:49, 
50; John 17:20-26; Ephesians 4:1-16 
Next Week’s Lesson 
11. March 16.—The Church and Com- 
munity Evangelism. Mark 5:18- 
20; Luke 8:26-39; 10:1, 2; Acts 
5:42; 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10 








arouse a sinner from his stupor, but 
when men see that the faith we profess 
is oné that takes account of need and 
goes out of its way to meet it, they will 


‘be challenged. True faith is dynamic. 


It is a driving force. The believing soul, 
with his eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus, 
will go after Him, bearing the cross, 
and bearing men’s burdens. Faith puts 
hands and feet into our wishes. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The Christian’s appointment in this 
world—salt and light (Matt. 5: 13-16) 

2. The Christian’s attitude in this world 
—watchfulness (1, Thess, 5:4-8) 

3. The Christian’s activity in this world 
—good works (Jas. 2:14-17) 


Topics for Development 

Salt. Salt has various uses, the two 
chief being for flavoring and preserving. 
While I think: the latter is the use 
chiefly in view in Matthew 5:13, I 
should not’ deny the presence of the 
other idea. The introduction of the 
word “savour”: would indeed suggest 
it. ‘If salt has lost its power to give 
flavor, it certainly has lost its power 
to preserve. And a flavorless Christian 
is not having much influence_in his 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT two figures does our Lord 
use in indicating the Christian’s 
function in the world? 

2. What particular quality of salt is 
in view in Matthew 5:13? 

3. Where does our Lord call Himself 
“the light of the world”? 

4. What “day” is referred to in 1 Thes- 
salonians 5:4? 

5. Why does the day of the Lord come 
upon men “as a thief in the night”? 

6. What two conditions will ‘assure 
that the day of the Lord does not come 
on us as a thief? 7 

7. Where is the Christian armor fully 
described? 

8. The word “faith” is used twice in 
James 2:14. What difference is there 
in the two usages? 

9. What kind of situation tests the 
reality of a Christian’s faith? 

10. What must accompany faith to 
demonstrate that it is a living faith? 


(Answers on page 152) 
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circle of society to keep it from corrup- 
tion. , 

It has been suggested that salt lost 
its flavor by being long exposed to the 
heat of the ovens in which it was used 
as a sort of lining. When it was scraped 
from the ovens, the only use for it was 
to fill holes in the roads and pathways 
“to be trodden under foot.” What 
about the Christian who has lost his 
savor? He is certainly of little use to 
God or man. 

Sobriety: The term “sober” has two 
special meanings in the New Testament, 
according to the Greek word which it 
translated. One sense is, to be of a 
sound mind, to hold oneself in control. 
This is what elders are exhorted to be, 
in 1 Timothy 3:2. The other meaning 
is, to avoid intoxication, and so to be 
discreet. Of course the primary thought 
is to avoid the intoxication of wine. 
But other things besides wine induce in- 
toxication. One can become drunk with 
pleasure, with riches, with power, or 
anything else of this world which com- 
mands his lust. In such a condition a 
man’s powers of reasoning are badly 
curtailed; he becomes oblivious to pos- 
sible consequences, and when the day 
of reckoning comes, it shocks and sus- 
prises him. We see it in this life again 
and again. The same holds concerning 
“the day of the Lord.” We must not 
allow ourselves to be intoxicated with 
this world and so lose perspective, but 
be watchful and alert, “with eternity’s 
values in view.” That is true sobriety. 

Faith. -We have seen that the first 
“faith” in James 2:14 is without the 
article, and the second with it. Some 
have suggested that the use of the ar- 
ticle the second time points back to the 
first, indicating, “can such a faith save 
him?”—that is, a faith lacking in works. 
That is quite possible, and I would not 
disagree. It is also possible to put the 
emphasis on “him” in the question, 
“Can the faith save him?”—that is, a 
man who thinks of faith ir? some vague, 
general way, giving no evidence by 
works that what he has is “the faith.” 
These various emphases need not raise 
disagreement, but may indicate the 
depth and richness of the passage. At 
any rate let us demonstrate that we 
have the true faith by expressing it in 
good works. 


Practieal Applications 


Hae the influence of your life pre- 


served angther from corruption and de- 
struction? 

Is your light hidden in the security 
of church on Sunday, or does it shine 
all week, everywhere? 

Avoid intoxication, whether by wine, 
pleasure, power, or money. It will rob 
you of spiritual values, and lull you to 
fatal sleep. 

Be ready for the day of the Lord and 
it will not spring a shocked surprise 
on you. 
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Lesson for March 9 


Do not talk about having faith; show 
the product. 


True faith is practical—it affects even 


the pocketbook. o 
Golden Text 

Titus 3:14 (A.S.V.).—*. . . our people 
.» + maintain good works .., . not un- 
fruitful.” The urgent needs of our fel- 


low believers, and especially of those 
who serve in the Gospel, are our in- 
disputable responsibility. “Our people” 
ought to be notable for their generosity 
in these respects, and it.will keep them 
from spiritual] barrenness, 


ELMHUuRST, ILL, 
te 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

_ “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 

“*Take Up Thy Cross,’ the Saviour Said” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we thank Thee for the priv- 
ilege and blessing of living where Chris- 
tian standards are held and Christian 
influence is strong. We pray for the 
spread of Thy Gospel to all non-Chris- 
tian lands and for the widening and 
deepening of Christian influence in our 
own land. Increase faithful Christians 
and godly homes everywhere. Bless 
this church and Sunday school to our 
community that many may be won to 
Thee here. Make us people whose in- 
fluence on others is always Christian 
and wholesome. Have mercy on all 
who are bound by’ sin. Deliver the 
slaves of liquor and vice and help us 
to do our part to rescue the lost and 
perishing. Hear the prayer of sick and 
troubled ones and give Thy help to all 
distressed folk. Guide us into lives of 
growing helpfulness and good. Forgive 
our sins and deliver us from, them, we 
pray, through Thy dear Son, our Sav- 
iour. Amen, 


‘ 
After the Lesson.—Our lesson speaks 
of those who get drunk at night; but 
Christians, it says, are of the day. They 


‘belong to the kingdom of light, not 


darkness. They must be sober. More 
and more is it clear that the one sure 
way never to be the worse for liquor 


FOR crux GOOD 


LET DRINK ALONE 

















is not to drink at all, not even moder- 
ately. That is why may Christians 
never take an alcoholic drink, 

A young businessman onct told Billy 
Graham he felt embarrassed by refusing 
to take a friendly drink. Graham told 
him he need not be. “The day is past,” 


' said Graham, “when business depends 
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on the social drink.” He said that even 
those who take a friendly drink respect 
those who dare to refuse. Today’s busi- 
ness leaders want efficiency. They know 
drinking makes for inefficiency and so 
they respect those who refuse to drink. 

Recently,..in Canada, a group of top 
men in government circles who never 
drink were interviewed about it. Their 
remarks showed that total abstainers 
can reach and hold high positions and 
be respected for refusing liquor. One 
man said he had attended many ban- 
quets and state functions where liquor 
was served, but had always declined 
it and had never been embarrassed for 
doing so. Many who today are slaves 
of liquor began with the occasional 
friendly drink. Sor both for our own 
safety and to give an example others 
are safe to follow, let us all be people 
who say, “No, thanks, I do not drink.” 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN, 
w 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Ye are the salt of the earth...” 
(Matt. 5:13),.—It interested me to find 
the expression, “the salt of the earth,” 
defined in my Thorndike desk diction- 
ary as “the best people”! That is what 
Christians are in the estimation of the 
Lord. 

A friend of mine, who is now with 
the Lord, would frequently say of Chris- 
tians: “Lumps and all, they are the 
best people on earth!” 

In countries where there is a scarcity 
of salt, there is a saying to the effect 
that “a bag of salt is as precious as a 
man’s life.” The Lord’ Jesus purchased 
us with His precious blood, so we cer- 
tainly are dear to Him, 

The dictionary also says that salt “is 
that which gives liveliness, piquancy, or 
pungency to anything.” Reading that, 
I recalled how lively the first century 
Christians made things in their day. 
They were reported to have “turned’ the 
world upside down” (Acts 17:6). 

Salt has been*called “a great anti- 
corruptionist.” Christians are left in 
the world to witness against its corrup- 
tion by living godly lives. The Lord 
definitely told Abraham that He would 
not destroy corrupt Sodom if ten right- 
eous persons were in it (Gen. 18:32). 

“Who can tell,” asked Dr, \W. B. Riley, 
“what would happen to any great me- 
tropolis of the earth, if God’s men and 
women were suddenly removed out of it! 
. . . Every Christian ought to be inspired, 
as well as comforted, by the thought 
that he is essential to the safety of the 
nation in which he dwells.” 


“, .. if the salt have lost his savour 
.. it ig thenceforth good for nothing 
.-” (Matt. 5:13).—Salt is sodium chlo- 
ride, and because chemists say that pure 
sodium cannot lose its savor, there are 
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those who imply that the Lord did not 
know whereof He spoke; but salt gath- 
ered in Palestine in Bible times was 
“not manufactured by boiling clean salt 
water, nor quarried from mines, but was 
obtained from marshes along the sea- 
shore, as in Cyprus, or from salt lakes 
in the interior” (W. M. Thomson, in 
“The Land and the Book,” out of print). 


Mr. Thomson says further in the same 
book, “Indeed it is a well-known fact 
that the salt of this country when in 
contact with the ground does become 
insipid and useless.” 

He relates an incident about a mer- 
chant of Sidon who brought an immense 
quantity of salt from the marshes of 
Cyprus. He stored it in buildings which 
had only earthen floors. In due time, 
the salt next to the ground was entirely 
spoiled. Mr. Thomson saw large quan- 
tities of it literally thrown into the 
street to be trodden under foot of men 
and beasts. \ 


“Ye are the light of the world ., .” 
(Matt. 5:14).—The Lord Jesus is the 
Light, but each believer can say with 
the Apostle Paul, “Christ liveth in me” 
(Gal. 2:20). As we allow Him to live 
His life through us, light shines out. 
“For ye were sometimes darkness, but 
now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 
children of light” (Eph. 5:8). We are 
not only to be as salt against corrup- 
tion, but also as light against ignorance. 

The light is not for the bushel of com- 
mercialism but for the lampstand, that 
all in the house might see it and the 
works might be done mm that light. 


“Therefore let us not sleep, as do 
Others .. .” (1 Thess. 5:6).—Here we 
learn that the light is not for the bed 
of slothtulness. Compare Mark 4:21. Be- 
cause we are sons of light, and sons of 
the day, we should watch and sober. 
“Watch” signifies intentness, and “sober” 
denotes stability and steadfastness. 


“. |. putting on the breastplate... 
and . . . an helmet” (1 Thess. 5:8).— 
Now we are viewed as soldiers on the 
defensive. We are to put on the breast- 
plate of faith and hope, to cover the 
heart. “Faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ; and love to all the saints” (Col. 
1:4). We are also to use for an helmet 
“the hope of salvation.” Here “salva- 
tion” is used in its final sense—deliver- 
ance from the presence of sin, in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


“Thou hast faith, and I have works 
.” (Jas. 2:18).—James supposes a 
conversation between two persons, One 
says he has faith; the other says he has 
works. The challenge is made, “Shew 
me thy faith without thy works.” It 
is impossible to see faith by itself. Only 
God can see faith in that way. The 
conversation continues, “I will shew 
thee my faith by my works.” That is 
the only way in which faith can be seen, 


Where there is genuine faith, it will 
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work by love (Gal. 5:6). It must not 
be concluded that where people give 
_ food to the hungry, and clothes to the 
destitute, that all such persons have faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. “Without 
faith it is impossible to please . . . God” 
(Heb. 11:6), regardless of what works 
are performed. There must be living 
faith in Christ first, then works will 
follow. ; 
Wawona, CALIF. 
+ 4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it was like our Lord in 
His matchless teaching to take such 
a common little article as salt to illus- 
trate so important a lesson: Christians 
—“the salt of the earth”! “But” He 
said in effect, “if the salt has lost its 
savor, how shall*it be made to season 
and to cleanse and to save?” So let 
us consider salt. It is such a common 
little article of everyday life, so unob- 
trusive on the table among the rarer 
and more conspicuous dishes of food, 
that we are apt to lose sight of its im- 
portance. 
What are the valuable qualities of 
salt? First, it is a preserver; also it is 


' a cleanser, a fertilizer, and a seasoner. 





Little Jetts. Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Much of our food would be unpalatable 
without salt. Practically all articles of 
food have some salt naturally, derived 
from the soil. If some catastrophe 


. Should eliminate all salt from the earth, 


we would suffer terribly, and die before 
our time, 

One virtue in salt is its savor—its 
saltiness. Therefore you- can imagine 
what an utterly disappointing thing 
salt would be if it should become taste- 
less, Compare these to savorless salt: 
a car with four flat tires; a chair with 
only three legs; a shirt with the buttons 
off; a kettle with a hole in the bottom; 
a last year’s calendar; a postage stamp 
with no gum on it;,a clock that will 
not run; a violin with no strings; a song- 
book with the index torn out; a suit- 
case with no handle; a door with a 
broken hinge; a leaking hose; a sash 
with a broken pane; a bookcase with 
no shelves—and no books; a drawer 
with broken pulls; a crooked pin; a 
radio with no tubes; a telephone out 
of order; a frozen water pipe; sour milk; 
rancid butter; and wormy crackers! Yet 
all these defects can be remedied ex- 
cept the last three named, and even sour 
milk can be used in cooking. But savor- 
less salt—that is a bad case. How shall 
it be savored? 

Now let us look at a saltless Christian: 
what is the matter with him? How is 
he disappointing to his Lord?—and what 
are the symptoms? And how does the 
world, needing salt, react to him? Here 
is just a part of it. He does not read 
his Bible—regularly; sometimes, under 
certain stimulation he reads a chapter. 
He has lost his taste for'it, if he ever 
had any. He does not pray—regularly; 
sometimes, when he is in a tight place, 
he prays. Prayer, to him, is just a 
means of getting something he wants 
very much at the moment. He does 
not go to church services—regularly; 
he has lost his taste for that, too; it 
does not “entertain” him. .He does not 
like the preacher; or one of the church 
officers irks him. He has no testimony 
to the saving and keeping power of 
Jesus Christ. 

And here is a poor world floundering 
about in confusion and in despair; 
everything to which it has pinned its 
faith and in which it has invested, has 
failed. If ever there was a time when 
the saving, cleansing, and seasoning 
power of Christian faith was needed, 
it is now. It seems very certain that 
the Lord Jesus Christ can use a stead- 
fast, loyal, confident, radiant Christian 
in these days more effectively—and 
needs him more urgently—than ever be- 
fore. 

Fellows! you Christians! how is your 
saltiness? 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C, 
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“Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit.”"—John 15:8. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UDY will tell us Part 1 of the story, 
“The Job He Hated.” Will you tell 
us Part 2 next Sunday, Judy? Thank 
you. Now let us learn Luke 6:31, the 
verse that helped the boy in the story to 
change his attitude toward his father. 

A young man, annoyed by friends who 
tried to get him to Gospel meetings, 
heard of a place where there was no 
Sunday school and no church. He 
moved there, thinking how nice it 
would be to live where no one would 
invite him to church, or speak to him 
about his soul. 
there a year, he wrote to a former class- 
mate, who was now a minister, asking 
him to come and start a Sunday school 
and church in this town. He closed his 
letter by saying, “Be sure to bring 
plenty of Bibles! I have become con- 
vinced that a place without Bibles and 
Sunday schools and churches is too 
much like hell for anyone to live in!” 

I hope this-young man got saved. At 
least he found out that the church’s in- 
fluence on society is good! There is 
a hell to shun, but if there were not, 
I would still want to be a Christian, 
because after the Lord takes His Church 
to Heaven, this world will be a terrible 
place in which to live. 

The Gospel of the Lord Jesus is what 
has civilized the part of the world that 
is civilized, by putting love and sym- 
pathy for others into human hearts. The 
heathen only exert themselves to save 
relatives or friends from ruin and death. 
The great missionary Hudson Taylor 
was once traveling on a Chinese boat, 
when a Chinese on board fell into the 
river. No one on the boat made any 
attempt to rescue him, so Hudson Tay- 
lor leaped overboard himself, and tried 
to find him. He could not see him in 
the water. Nearby was a Chinese fish- 
ing boat with a dragnet—just the thing 
to use. He called to the fishermen, tell- 
ing them that a man was drowning. 
They answered, “We're busy fishing 
and cannot come.” The missionary said, 
“Tl give you-more money than many 
days of fishing will bring you. Only 
come at once!” “How much money 
will you give?” they asked. Hudson 
Taylor promised them all the money he 
had with him, about fourteen dollars, 
so they decided to come, But it was 
too late! All they recovered was the 
man’s lifeless body! However, they in- 
sisted on their pay. Why was*Hudson 
Taylor so much more concerned about 
the life of a Chinese, than the drown- 
ing man’s fellow countrymen: were? 
(Because he Was a Christian.) Right. 
When all true Christians are gone from 
this earth, it will be, at best, “Every 
man for himself.” Many will be de- 
stroying others for personal gain. I am 
glad I will not be living here then. 

Turn to Matthew 5:13-16 to see two 


Before he had been- 
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things to which the followers of Christ 
are likened. (Salt and light.) Right. 
Salt is a great preservative. The Chris- 
tians in this world preserve it from 
greater evil. Light shows the way. 
The lives of Bible-obeying Christians 
show the unsaved the right way to go. 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:4-6. What are 
we here told to do? (Watch and be 
sober.) Yes, we are to watch out so 
that we will not fall into sin, and also 
to watch for opportunities to help 
others. When we are told to be sober, 
it means “sensible,” -not “silly.” But 
we are never to be gloomy. Read verses 
7, 8. If our hearts are filled with faith, 
hope, and love, we will be constantly 
rejoicing in the Lord and trying to 
share our blessings with others. 

Turn to James 2:14-17. What good 
works are here suggested to us? (Giv- 
ing food and clothes to those who need 
it.) Right. The greatest help we can 
render anyone is to lead him to Christ. 
But often the best way to do this is to 
help him in some other way first. You 
may not know anyone who needs food 
and clothes, but people have other 
needs, too. There is sure to be an un- 
happy girl in your high school, who 
needs a friend. If you will watch for 
her, and be kind to her, the Lord may 
use you to bring her to Himself. And 
then how happy you will be! But one 
caution: When we are going- out of 
our way to help someone else, it never 
means we should compromise our prin- 
ciples to make someone like us better. 
Some: young people have lowered their 
standards, thinking that in this way 
they would have more influence with 
the world. It never works. Instead, 
let the unsaved-see that we are so happy 
in Christ that we do not need to indulge 
in worldly pleasures or in anything of 
which God disapproves, 

Please bring a paper with you next 
Sunday on which you have written a 
paragraph on “Why everyone needs to 
be saved.” It will help us with our 
next lesson, 





During this quarter we are using the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct Toward 
Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Helping To Make a Better World 
(Matt. 5:1, 2, 13-16) 
NCE—so the story goes—a king 
called his three daughters to him, 
one at a time, and asked each of them 
how much she loved him. The oldest 
said, “Father, I love you as you love 
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silver.” The second said, “I love you as 
you love gold.” But the third girl said, 
“I love you as you love salt.” At this 
the king was furious and banished his 
youngest daughter from the castle. One 
night as the king ate from his silver 
plates and drank from the golden gob- 
lets, he found all his food flat and taste- 
less. Angrily he called for the cook, 
and when she appeared, he saw his 
youngest daughter! She had secretly 
returned to the castle and prepared her 
father’s food without a grain of salt. 
So he found out how much he liked 
salt! 

The Lord Jesus preached a little ser- 
mon about salt. See to whom He was 
preaching (Matt. 5:1, 2). Or perhaps 
we should call it a Sunday school les- 
son. “He... taught them.” “Disciples” 
means “learners, pupfis.” He had twelve 
pupils, and many visitors that day. I 
wonder if He means you to be in that 
class and listen to what He said. Are 
you a disciple, a pupil? Then listen! 
(Mash some cooked potato on a plate 
and sprinkle on it a little salt from a 
salt shaker.) “You are the salt of the 
world.” What did He mean? Salt not 
only makes food taste better, but keeps 
it from spoiling (salt fish, salt pork). 
That was very important in the days 
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before refrigerators and deep freezes. 
Are you helping to keep the world— 
your school, your home—from going 
bad? How do you make school “taste” 
to your teacher? Do you keep the talk 
at play clean and decent? Do you make 
Mother happy? (Separate a few salt 
crystals on your finger.) What can one 
little crystal do? The Lord prayed for 
us all to be one (last lesson) that to- 
gether we might count for more good. 
But suppose the salt is no good. (Taste 
that on your finger with your tongue. 
Read Matt. 5:13.) In Bible days the 
garbage was just thrown out in the 
street and tramped over. Perhaps now 
the Lord would say, “It is good for 
nothing but to be thrown in the waste- 
basket to go to the dump.” (Throw the 
salt shaker in a wastebasket.) How 
would you like te be that kind of salt? 
Are you? 

Then comes» another little sermon or 
lesson. (Light, a small ‘candle or turn 
on an electric light. Read vs. 14-16.) 
There are two ways to stop the light, 
blow it out (turn it off) or cover it up. 
(Demonstrate the latter. Place a tum- 
bler over the candle and the lack of 
oxygen will extinguish it. Elaborate on 
the effect of sin, lies, anger, pride, on 
our light.) Once a missionary in Tur- 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 


Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
™ Talmage Payne, Director 
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key could not find her teakettle, which 
was very important for hot water. 
Where do you suppose it was? A woman 
took it and hid it to see if the mission- 
ary would get angry and say bad words 
because it was gone! You see, the mis- 
sionary had told the women in Sunday 
school that they Should not get angry 
and curse each other, nor use bad words 
when anything goes wrong. They 
wanted to see what she would do! They 
found out her light kept on shining— 
no anger or bad words put it out! 

How did your light shine this past 
week? We have a new week. ahead. 
Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the 
world” (Matt. 5:14, Memory Verse. Use 
“light” for the key word. Give each 
child a birthday-cake candle with the 
holder stuck into a cork stopper. Teach 
the old song, “Jesus Bids Us Shine.”) 
But of course, you must have your light 
lighted first! (Explain the need of sal- 
vation.) 

Orono, MAINE, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 


subscription, accounting, business, circu- 


lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
825 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
We Must Pay for Pitchers.—And let 

our people also learn to maintain good 
works for necessary uses, that they be 
not unfruitful (Titus 3:14, ASV.,, 
Golden Text). Dr. Adam Clark was 
preaching to a large congregatiog in 
Ireland, and after dwelling in glowing 
terms upon the freeness of the Gospel, 
and telling that the water of life could 
be had “without money, and without 
price,” at the conclusion of the sermon, 
a person announced that a collection 
would be made to support the Gospel 
in foreign parts. This announcement 
disconcerted the preacher who after 
wards related the circumstance to the 
lady of the house where he was staying. 
“Very true, Doctor,” replied the hostess; 
“the water of life is free, ‘without 
money, and without price’; but we must 
pay for pitchers to carry it in.”— 
From the Guardian. Sent by J. Ed- 
ward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


Incaleulable Influence—Ye are the 
salt of the earth (Matt. 5:13). At the 
conclusion of a service recently, I lis- 
tened to two Christian men who work 
for the same firm discussing conditions 
in that plant. One said it was the worst 
possible place because of the prevalent 
profanity. The other said: “I scarcely 
ever hear profanity in my department; 
and I attribute the absence of it to the 
presence of several influential Christians 
in the department. Their influence for 
good is incalculable!’—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, 
Pa. 


Churches Needed in Dark Days.—Ye 
are the light of the world (Matt. 5:14). 
During the Civil War, the pastor of a 
church in Washington, D. C., Dr. 
Phineas Gurley, announced that the 
Government had ordered the church to 


cease services so that the building might, 


be used for a hospital. President Lin- 
coln was in the audience. He rose to 
his feet and asked.permission to speak. 
“Granted!” Dr. Gurley said. “The order 
to close this church,” the President 
stated, “was given without my knowl- 
edge. I hereby rescind that order. This 
church must remain open for worship in 
these very dark days in order that we 
may see the stars.”*-From the Pilgrim, 
edited by E. Schuyler English. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Keep Burning.—Let your light so 
shine (Matt. 5:16). One night a man 
took a little taper out of a drawer, 
lighted it, and began to ascend a long 
winding stairway. “Where are you go- 
ing?” asked the taper. “Away up high,” 
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said the man, “higher than the top of 
the house where we sleep.” “What are 
we going to do there?” said the taper. 
“I am going to show the ships out at 
sea where the harbor is,” said the man. 
“Alas! No ship could ever see my light,” 
commented the taper. “It is so very 
small.” “If your light is small,” the man 
said, “keep burning brightly, and leave 
the rest to me.” When he got to the 
top of the steps and to the light, he 
took the little taper and with its light, 
he lit the great lamps that stood ready 
with great polished reflectors behind 
them. You who may think your little 
light of small account, can you not see 
what God can do with it? Keep on 
shining and leave the rest to Him.— 
From the Expositor. Sent by J. A. 


‘Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illustra- 


tion. 

A Boyish Decision Never Regretted. 
—Therefore let us not sleep, as do 
others; but let us watch and be sober 
(1 Thess. 5:6). “Once upon a time,” a 
thirteen-year-old boy began to work as 
a typesetter in Garnett, Kans. After 
two months he wrote a letter to his 
beloved aunt. In this letter he wrote, 
among other things: “Since I have been 
at this trade, I find that a great many 
printers chew and smoke and drink. I 
have been figuring it up; if a man spent 
ten cents a day for whiskey, that in ten 
years without interest would be $365; 
and for tobacco, if he only spent twenty 
cents a week, that would be $104 in ten 
years; and all together that would be 
enough to buy a second-hand press and 
type. I am now thirteen years old, and 
I am going to save my money instead 
of spending it for tobacco and drinks, 
and by the time I am twenty-one I will 
have enough to buy a good second-hand 
press, Yours truly, Art Capper.” Since 
that letter was written, United States 
Senator Arthur Capper has bought 
many a press, and his ten papers in four 
states have four million subscribers. 
He also operates two radio stations, and 
is probably the best agricultural author- 
ity of the nation. His Capper’s Farmer 
has a subscription list of nearly two 
million; and he is one of the most valu- 
able reform leaders in the United States. 
He has never regretted his boyish de- 
cision to be a total abstainer from alco- 
hol and tobacco.—From Missouri Coun- 
selor, Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
N. Y. 

Deep Poverty and Abundance of Joy. 
—If a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of daily food (Jas. 2:15). The 
late Henry Moorehouse, a great friend 
of Mr. Moody’s, was going home dis- 
couraged one Christmas Eve in a great 
English city. He had been terribly blue 
for over a week, as things were not go- 
ing well in the special meetings he was 
conducting. No one was responding. In 
his pocket he had only a shilling or two. 
If he bought anything to take home, he 
would not have enough left to pay his 
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carfare home. As he was about to 
board a car there came to him the vision 
of a little girl, a cripple, lying in a 
basement some distance away. It was 
such a cheerless ‘place; no sunlight ever 
reached there. He thought he ought to 
go and see her, because it was Christ- 
mas Eve. As he went he noticed a littfe 
doll in a window, and the price on it. 
It was just the amount he had. “She 
will appreciate this little thing,” he 
thought, and went in and purchased it. 
As he rapped at the basement door a 
little voice said, “Come in.” Then, “Is 
it you, Mr. Moorehouse? I am so glad 
you came! No one has been to see me 
all day. Mother has been out working 
to get the money for a little coal so we 
can have a grate fire for Christmas.” 
“Yes, Mary,” he said, “it is I, and.I have 
brought you this wee present.” He 
placed the parcel on the ragged cover- 
let. Lovingly she held the little doll 
in her hand.: Such a wonderful thing 
it was to a little girl who had never had 


one! Mary bggan to cry, and then she 
felt around under the covers and 
brought out a little bundle of rags. She 


had tied string around it to make the 
head and body and arms, and she said, 
“I did want.a doll so bad, Mr. Moore-. 
house. I have been trying all day to 
make one. But isn’t it wonderful to 
have a feal doll?” It cost Mr. Moore- 
house only a few cents and a walk all 
the way home, but he said, “My clouds 
burst in that basement, and I had the 
happiest and best Christmas of my life.” 
—From the Moody Church News. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Keep It Bright!—Faith, if it hath not 
works, is dead (Jas. 2:17). A woman 
who was showing a massive piece of 
family silver apologized as she took it 
from the cupboard. “Dreadfully tar- 
nished!” she said. -“I cannot keep it 
bright unless I use it.” That is just as 
true of faith as it is of silver. Tucked 
away in the Sunday closet of the soul, 
and only brought out for show, it needs 
apology. You cannot keep faith bright 
unless you use it.—From Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 

“: 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N THE long ago the Lord Jesus said 

that, He, as long as He was in the 
world, was the Light of the world. 
Then He told His disciples, “Ye are 
the light of the world” (Matt. 5:41). 
That means that we, too, if we have 
believed on the Lord Jesus and received 
Him as our Saviour, should be lights in 
this world. He is not speaking of physi- 
cal darkness, but of spiritual darkness. 
For, you see, there are places where 
there is much physical light, but where 
Sin is terrifying. No matter where we 
are, Our lives should be so pure, so 
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clean, so good, that people will know 
that we are different from others. 
Eventually some of them, because of our 
lives, will come to know the Lord Jesus 


Christ as their Saviour. 
rify our Heavenly Father, 

I have here a little lamp. Your grand- 
parents will probably remember when 
many homes used lamps like these. 
That was before the time of the electric 
light. One of the important parts of 
an, oil lamp is its wick. (Let the chil- 
dren touch it.) The higher the wick is 
turned, the brighter is the light. If you 
lighted the wick as it is, it would simply 
burn up and that would be the end. To 
keep the light burning, fuel is needed. 
So we put some kerosene into this bot- 
tom bowl. The bottom of the wick, you 
see, is getting wet with the oil and is 
carrying the oil right up into the top 
of the wick—the part you touched. Now 
we light it with this match. (Have the 
lights snapped out as you do this.) This 
room is dark now. It is difficult to see 
one another, isn’t it? Now watch! See 
how much light we have? This is only 
one light. But it changes all of the 
darkness, doesn’t it? This lamp stands 
out beautifully in the dark room. 

There are three things to be remem- 
bered: 


(1) There could be no light unless 
there were oil in the lamp. The Chris- 
tian has his “oil,” too, Throughout the 
Bible—David is an example—people 
were anointed with oil for service for 
God. Every born-again child of God 
has oil for his life lamp. The oil is the 
Holy Spirit of God. Immediately when 
we receive the Lord Jesus as Saviour, 
we also receive the Holy Spirit. So, 
if our lights are to shine, we shall yield 
everything to Him and let Him fill us 
with His Spirit, just as the wick was 
filled with oil before it shone. 

(2) The wick needed a light set to it. 
The Christian’s light, ‘we know, is the 
Lord Jesus Himself. He is the Light 
of the world. He is God’s love gift 
to those who believe in Him. He gives 
His very light to us, His children. He, 
like the Holy Spirit, is given free, 

(3) A wick may be a good one, but 
kept safely in a box on the shelf. There, 
however, it will never do the work for 
which it was made. Ner will a Chris- 
tian ever serve his purpose, unless he 
is burning brightly. It will cost some- 
thing, of course. . This little wick, . for 
example, sometimes needs to be trim- 
med. That is true of Christians, too. 
Occasionally God sees something in our 
life that keeps our light from shining 
at its best. So He chastens us, the Bible 
says. That means that He trains us as 
mothers train their children by pun- 
ishing them, 

The Lord Jesus and God’s Holy Spirit 
are ours—God’s free gifts to us. He 
wants us, in turn, to be His wicks— 
burning for Christ. 


This will glo- 





» effective. 
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‘Among Us Teachers: It may not be 
possible, but if, by prearrangement, you 
can have your class meet in a dark room 
for this lesson, it will be much more 
The children will have more 
appreciation of the difference that a 
Christian's light makes, if they may - 
serve a physical contrast. 

The average youngster in ph Fate is 
not familiar with a“Kerosene lamp. We 
suggest your taking a small one along 
with you to class. It would be better 
to add the kerosene during the lesson. 

Ten years ago or more, the late E. J. 
Pace had an excellent cartoon in THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times, one which we 
have used repeatedly. He had drawn a 
picture of a kerosene lamp with this 
caption, “WANTED: Wicks to burn for 
Christ. Oil and light furnished free.” 
With the aid of your lamp, set forth 
this truth before your boys and girls. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 
w 


There is nothing more striking in the 
history of primitive Christianity than 
the marvelous change wrought in the 
disciples by a belief in the resurrectign 
of their Master.—W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
in the Keswick Calendar. 
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This Week's Questions Answered’ 


(The questions are on page 146) 


1. Salt and light (Matt. 5:13, 14). 

"2. Its preservative quality. 

3. John 8:12; 9:5. 

4. The day of the Lord (v. 2). 

5. Because they are not ready for it, 
and they are not expecting it. 

6. Watchfulness and sobriety (1 Thess. 
5:6). 

7. Ephesians 6: 13-17, 

8. The first time it is used without 
the article (in the Greek), and the sec- 
ond time with the article. This may 
signify the difference between a vague 
principle of faith and true Christian 
faith. 

9. The destitution of a fellow believer 
(Jas. 2:15, 16). 

10. Works-(Jas. 2:17). 


E_muurst, ILL, 
ow 
Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union 

The New York Police Department 
Report, dated January 28, cited liquor 
as more than a factor in automobile 
accidents. In a, summary of the find- 
ings, Commissioner Stephen Kennedy 
said that “medical analysis showed that 
thirty-eight of the sixty-nine victims 
had alcohol in their systems of frém 0.10 
to 0.40 per cent. Under New York 
State law 0.10 (one-tenth of one per 
cent) is relevant evidence, and 0.15 is 
considered prima-facie evidence of in- 
toxication. Besides causing their own 
deaths, the drinking drivers caused the 
deaths of two pedestrians and five pas- 
sengers in the cars they were operat- 
ing." They also caused injuries to 
twenty-nine persons in their own or 
other cars. May wé' ask if the church 
is pointing out the dangers of the one 
cocktail or one beer so society may be 
protected? 


“Teen-age drinking,” according to a 
report to the California Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, “is one of the 
most serious physical and moral prob- 
lems of the United States. It is also 
one of the most difficult to cope with 
because of the example set by the par- 
ents and other adults. Family bars 
built in homes, lack of supervision dur- 
ing juvenile home parties, and many 
other types of parental selfishness and 
negligence are the obvious reasons for 
moral deterioration’among youth. The 
problem is, first, a home responsibility; 
second, a community responsibility,.the 
schpol of course being a part of the 
community.” What about the church 


as a leader in moral development? 
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One of the six national 4-H winners 
in recreation, in 1957, said recently: “In 
our pledge we say, ‘I pledge my head to 
clearer thinking,’ and drinking does 
not produce clear thoughts. 


Mrs. Glenn Hays, president of the 
National W.C.T.U., wrote that any pro- 
gram of action must include informing 
one’s self on the various areas of the 
alcohol problem and the possibility of 
coping with them. A program of action 
should include W.C.T.U. membership 
because it has had a great heritage and 
is grounded in faith. It has often borne 
the brunt of unjust criticism levelled 
at the temperance forces, sometimes by 
enemies and sometimes by friends. It 
was the first woman’s organization to 
support chemical tests and urge support 
by other women’s groups, 


California courts are now required to 
impose a minimum five-day jail sentence 
and a minimum fine of $250 on any 
driver convicted a second time of drink- 
ing. and driving. The law also prohibits 
the court from granting probation or 
suspended sentences in such cases.—The 
Clipsheet. 


A famous columnist writes that “the 
wildest experiments in the beverage in- 
dustry are going on in several large 
breweries. The beermakers are racing 
to achieve what they feel would be the 
greatest gimmick in centuries—a beer 
containing almost no calories.” If they 
do, they will have to remove the alco- 
hol—and we will be all for that! ' 


Sanity and Reality?—Isn’t it high time 
we took stronger steps through con- 
structive education about alcohol, and 
through local option, and other neces- 
sary legal, steps to protect ourselves and 
our nation from the liquor traffic—from 
an industry , that talks about being its 
“brother’s keeper”. while making and 
selling $10% billions worth of beverage 
alcohol, the basic ingredient of the 
moralvand spiritual decay of millions of 
its fellow citizens? 


Alcoholics Cost New York a Fortune. 
—Welfare Commissioner Henry L. Mc- 
Carthy estimated that it costs the city 
some forty million dollars annually to 
provide food and shelter for 10,000 fam- 
ilies on relief rolls because of alcoholic 
fathers. He cited that there were 300,000 
alcoholics in the city. 


The editors of “Reader’s Digest” write 
that the Far East edition, which did 
carry advertisements of liquor, has been 
discontinued and that the new. edition 
that has replaced it follows the policy 
of the domestic edition in including no 
ads for alcoholic beverages or tobacco 
products. This evidently resulted from 
the many letters sent to the editors by 
those who wanted our overseas friends 
to have the same clean reading matter 
that we have. Congratulations, Mr. 
Editor, for this change. 
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The Tem Press of Washington, D. C., 
has published a,small booklet entitled, 
“Here We Stand,” which includes the 
official statements on the problems of 
alcohol from twenty denominations. 
Questionnaires were sent to twenty-five 
major denominations, Protestant bodies, 
representing about 35,000,000 church 
people. Nineteen of the church bodies, 
representing 26,167,000 members, either 
require total abstinence as a condition 
to membership or ask it as a voluntary 
decision. ‘ Fourteen churches, represent- 
ing 25,800,000 members, have officially 
called for a ban on interstate advertising 
of alcoholic liquors, Thirteen churches, 
representing 23,000,000 members, kave 
gone on record as approving legislation 
to prohibit the serving of alcoholic bev- 
erages on commercial airliners. 


Drinking is a moral issue in the home 
where three out of four broken families 
reveal drinking as a major trouble 
source; in the streets where one out of 
four traffic accidents involves a drinker; 
in business life where 2,000,000 alcoholics 
have become one of industry’s biggest 
headaches, 

A special government commission in 
Ceylon has decreed that-all sales of 
liquor in the morning shall be banned. 
This may be a step toward complete 
abolition. 


A new international organization for 
motorists to be known as the Interna- 
tional Abstaining Motorists Association 
was organized in Turkey last spring. 
The new group will be active in the in- 
terest of traffic safety and will offer 
specific service to abstaining motorists 
with low insurance premiums. The 
Governor, Ruben Wagnsson, was elected 
president, 

Ded 


Seen Along the Bookshelves 
(Continued from page 141) 


ters, those on “Dating” and “Getting 
Along With Your Family” are especially 
worth while. The book’s last message 
sums up the whole with an exhortation 
to “get on the road and keep going,” 
remembering that God’s will is a daily 
experience of daily leading, if, that is, 
we have definitely passed the place 


where we ask, like an honest young — 


miss at a youth meeting, “How can I 
be a Christian and still have my own 
way?” 


An Exposition of the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. By Ella Arjenette Rust, 
Th.D. (Exposition Press, Inc., New York 
16; $4.) This book presents the well- 
known  pretribulation,, premillennial, 
and dispensational viewpoint, and there- 
fore will be the target of arguments 
usually directed against that position. 
A variety of brief quotations make up 
much of, the exposition, presenting, 4 
valuable compilation of opinions on the 
dispensationalist viewpoint. The fail- 
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Lesson for March 9 





ure, however, to present contrary inter- 
pretations limits the usefulness of the 
volume as a textbook for scholarly 
study. The index is somewhat confus- 
ing, because it does not adhere to a 
strict alphabetical order. 


Business Handbook for Churches. By 
Harold F. Linamen, Ed.D. (The Warner 
Press, Anderson, Ind., $2.95.) “Let all 
things be done decently and in order.” 
With such a command from God’s Word, 
the need in the modern church is ap- 
parent. Much of the business of the 
church is carried on in a very careless 
manner. Dr. Linamen, realizing the 
need for a sound business program: for 
the church, sent a questionnaire to min- 
isters in various parts of the country. 
By this means he was able to determine 
the business activities in which the min- 
isters and their congregations were en- 
gaged, and thus to study their needs. 
With this data, he selected the topics 
to be included in his book. He begins 
with the organization of the church. 
This is followed by such subjects as 
insurance, banking, real estate transac- 
tions, building and remodeling, financial 
campaigns, borrowing money, book- 
keeping, the church budget, correspond- 
ence and filing, public relations, and 
legal problems. The sixth chapter of 
Acts shows that the load imposed by 
these matters must be taken off the 
pastor so that he can devote his time 
to the spiritual needs of his congrega- 
tion. We find here ways in which this 
can be done. One might suppose that 
this would be a dry and uninteresting 
book, but he finds that the author has 
written his material in nontechnical 
language and in a highly readable style. 
This work should prove very useful, 
especially to young ministers. 


Interpreting Revelation. By Merrill C. 
Tenney, Ph.D, (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) If 
the reader is seeking only a confirma- 
tion of his own ideas about the Book 
of Revelation, or a detailed timetable 
of future events, he will be disappointed 
in this book. On the other hand, if he 
genuinely wants expert help in study- 
ing the prophetic climax of the Scrip- 
tures, he is likely to find it here. Dr. 
Tenney’s work is warmly spiritual and 
scholarly. As the title of his book in- 
dicates, he is concerned here to help 
us in the interpretation of Revelation. 
He carries out his purpose by examin- 
ing the Scripture from a number of 
different standpoints. After considering 
the background, theme, and structure of 
Revelatton, he devotes several chapters 
to surveying its contents. This is fol- 
lowed by a careful study of various 
aspects of the prophecy, such as Chris- 
tology, its terminology, and its sym- 
bolism. While the author does not try 
to interpret every detail, he does not 
dodge important issues. When he con- 
Siders the differing interpretations of 
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the book, both from a chronological and 
an eschatological standpoint, he pre- 
sents an objective picture of each posi- 
tion, and then seeks to evaluate it in 
the light of the teaching of Revelation 
and the rest of the Scriptures. He 
clearly espouses the premillennial view- 
point, but he is neither unfair nor un- 
kind to those who hold a different posi- 
tion. The final chapter is an excellent 
setting forth of the meaning of Reve- 
lation for our time. Dr. Tenney guards 
carefully against fanciful speculation; at 
the same time manifesting a _ truly 
Scriptural hope in the return of the 
Lord. The book is well documented, 
and the bibliography and charts that 
are included are excellent. Any earnest 
student of the Word can profit, both in- 
tellectually and spiritually, from Dr. 
Tenney’s work. 


Israel—Key to Prophecy. By William 
L. Hull. (Zondervan Pub, House, Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50, paper.) This is 
a very interesting and remarkable book. 
Mr. Hull’s array of facts regarding Is- 
rael is amazing. His picture of Russia 
coming down against Israel, as foretold 
in Ezekiel 38 and 39, is described in a 
fascinating manner. He writes as if he 
were a reporter on the spot, describing the 
invading army of the north; and then 
their terrific destruction by the miracu- 
lous intervention of God. Mr. Hull’s pic- 
ture of the coming of the Antichrist and 
the return of the Lord to rule and reign is 
filled with imaginative details—but very 
interesting details. From the beginning 
to the end of his book, Mr. Hull quotes, 
numerous passages of Scripture to sup- 
port his statements. The reading of 
this stirring book cannot fail to give one 
a greater love for God’s Chosen People, 
and a greater understanding of their prob- 
lems at this time. God grant that those 
who read the book may have a greater 
love for the Jews, and a greater desire 
to lead them to Christ. 


Hidden Rainbow. By Christmas Carol 
Kauffman. (Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., 
$3.50.) Young John and Anna Olesh 
were happy in their tiny home in Yugo- 
slavia, but times were hard and money 
scarce, and John decided to borrow 
money and go to America where he 
could earn more and send it back to 
his wife. He knew no English, and his 
experiences in picking it up, while he 
journeyed from place to place setking 
a better job, make interesting reading. 
Having come from a totally Catholic 
family and community, John wrote to 
Anna of the many different “religions” 
in America. After nearly two years, 
John, back from America on a visit to 
his little family, welcomed into their 
home a stranger, Mr. Lutz, a Protestant 
missionary. This gentle, kindly man 
loved his Bible and the Christ of the 
Book, and his testimony to the truth 
of the Gospel deeply impressed the 
Oleshes. He tried to give them a Bible, 
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but they feared to touch it, for the Rom- 
ish priest had told them that to do so 
would be a sin. The neighbors had seen 
Mr. Lutz enter the Olesh home and it 
was the talk of the village, for the 
priest who regularly came to “sprinkle” 


the houses and collect money, had 
warned all the people to have nothing 
to do with him. It helped Anna after- 
wards that she could truthfully say that 
John had refused to take the proffered 
Bible or even the small New Testament. 
John went to America a second time, 
and in less than a year returned to 
Anna and the children. 

In January, 1907, he made his third 
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trip to America, got a good position, and 
by careful saving was able to send one 
hundred dollars to Anna. On the train 
to town to cash her check, she again met 
Mr, Lutz, and she learned something of 
what God’s Word can mean to a hungry 
soul. She accepted the New Testament 
he gave her, and regularly read it, but 
was careful that no one knew about the 
little Book or its hiding place, and she 
continued to walk the twelve miles to 
the Catholic church. In June of that 
year, she wrote John that she had 
made first payment on a twelve-acre 
farm, ‘as he had instructed her to do. 
Soon he came back home to her once 
- more, and they read in the Book at mid- 
night. John’s failure to attend Mass or 
confessional regularly while in America 
became a subject of conjecture among 
the villagers, and persecution from the 
priest increased. John took the Testa- 
ment out of the house and hid it “for 
one year,” at the end of which time he 
said he would either “believe it, or de- 
stroy it.” When the year was up, John 
was fully persuaded that Mr. Lutz and 
the Book were right! He returned the 
hidden Testament to Anna and together 
they read whole chapters, and God 
spoke to them. They wentto the town 
to talk with Mr. and Mrs. Lutz, who 
welcomed them, fed them, and led them 
to the Lord, and they returned home 
rejoicing in salvation. The Bible be- 
came.the Book of their home. Persecu- 
tion increased, and John believing it 
would be easier for his family with him 
away, and that’ certainly he could care 


for them better, financially, borrowed’ 


money and went back to America. Anna 
went through some terrifying experi- 
ences, and much of the actual corre- 
spondence between them is reproduced 
here, with the dates. The letters are 
*~deep and heart stirring. Then came the 
war in Europe, and Anna and her fam- 
ily were in the midst of it. Her letter 
to John was only two sentences: “Don’t 
try to come home now. Not safe to 
walk in the streets any more.” But God 
was with her and she talked with Him 
continually, and she was still young and 
strong. They could not exchange let- 
ters any more, but through the Red 
Cross John learned that his family was 
still living, sent them money, and the 
message: “Sell everything. Comé to 
me.” And they came, through amazing 
and almost unbelievable difficulties, 

The story is not fiction, but based on 
fact, and the Olesh family is well known 
in the Pennsylvania community where 
they now happily live. The literary 
quality of the book is superb, its many 
conversations natural and fascinating, 
while its spiritual power and worth 
are of the highest. 

Billy Graham and the New York 
Crusade. By George Burnham and Lee 
Fisher. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Reporting the 


biggest evangelistic meeting of all his- 
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tory is not an easy undertaking. This 
was the task to which George Burnham 
and Lee Fisher set themselves. Burn- 
ham was a reporter of the Chattanooga 
Free Press, who first met Billy Graham 
during the evangelistic crusade in his 
city. He has before given eye-witness 
reports of the London Crusade, the All- 
Scotland Crusade, and the Asiatic Tour. 
Lee Fisher has been a member of the 
Billy Graham team for the last five 
years. Together as eyewitnesses of the 
New York Crusade they give us a thrill- 
ing report, covering 192 pages, divided 
into 62 chapters. The Gospel lover can 
scarcely lay the book down until he 
has finished it. They first describe the 
man and his opponents. His opponents 
had a very important bearing on the 
New York_Crusade. Billy was caught 
in the cross fire from two contrasting 
doctrinal camps—the extreme Liberals 
and the _ ultrafundamentalists. This 
young evangelist does not quarrel with 
his opponents. Rather he holds to the 
Scriptural example, “Being reviled, we 
bless; being persecuted, we suffer it” 
(1 Cor. 4:12). One of the greatest by- 
products of the New York Crusade was 
the TV presentations on Saturday eve- 
nings. The comment of the New York 
Daily News is revealing: “It is easy for 
viewers to understand why this world- 
famous evangelist is such a success. In 
addition to obvious sincerity, he has 
almost every element of a great orator.” 
Walter Winchell tells us that “midtown 
bookstores report the biggest demand 
for Bibles in years.” The part that 
music played in the crusade is empha- 
sized. Cliff Barrows says, “Every great 
moving of God’s Spirit has been accom- 
panied by the songs.of the redeemed, 
and rightly so.” We find that the power 
of the whole movement is to be attrib- 
uted to the prayers of thousands of 
Christians. Undoubtedly Billy Graham 
is one of God’s top messengers for these 
days of crisis. 
we 


The Paralysis of Discouragement 
(Continued from second page) 
needed was not to resign, but to have 
his commission re-signed (Jer. 20:9). 
A discouraged man is a defeated man, 
and someone has described discourage- 
ment as the “Devil’s anesthetic which 
he applies just before carving out your 


_ heart!” How can you have certain vic- 


tory over the dread paralysis of dis- 
couragement? First of all, confess it. 
Recognize that whatever the situation 
may be, discouragement is a sin, since 
God promises His children that “all 
things work together for good to. them 


‘that love God, to them who are the 


called according to his purpose” (Rom, 
8:28), and even has commanded us, “In 
every thing give thanks: for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you” (1 Thess. 5:18). So actually we 
should never be discouraged. 
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Lest this seem too naive and unreal- 
istic, observe the positive commands 
against discouragement. Throughout 
the Bible some form of the word “cour- 
age” or “encourage” appears five times 
as often.as the corresponding word “dis- 
courage.” God means for us to be en- 
couraged! The first step to victory is 
recognizing discouragement as a sin and 
confessing it. 

A very close second step it to recog- 
nize and commit to the Lord any situa- 
tion in our lives that may be distress- 
ing us. David faced a terrible time 
following the raid in which the Ama- 
lekites had “smitten Ziklag, and ‘burned 
it with fire’ (1 Sam, 30:1). Im fact, 
when David and his men found the city 
desolate, and their wives and children 
taken captive, these sturdy men of God, 
warriors all, “lifted up their voice and 
wept, until they had no more power 
to weep” (1 Sam. 30:4). As if that were 
not enough, the people threatened to 
stone David! He could easily have 
fallen victim to a dread ‘digcourage- 
ment, but he “encouraged [A.S.V., 
“strengthened”] himself in the Lord his 
God” (30:6). 

It is not enough to confess discour- 
agement and then go on bearing the 
burdens that caused it. Commit them 
to Him by a definite act of faith once 
for all. If they recur, remind yourself 
of the previous. transaction, and 
strengthen it with a new, all-inclusive 
committal. Past, present, and future 
problems and perplexities will yield to 
this treatment, and His grace will en- 
able you to apply the treatment to any 
situation, 

Then you aré ready to let the grace 
of God conquer your discouragement 
and deliver you from it. Then with as- 
surance you can obey this command: 
“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, 
and he shall strengthen thine. heart: 
wait, I say, on the Lord” (Psa. 27:14). 
You will find Him to be indeed your 
strength, courage, and deliverance. His 
indwelling Spirit will assure you that 
no matter what your distressing situa- 
tion may be, He “always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ” (2 Cor. 2:14); and 
you can trust Him for that triumph— 
without discouragement. 

May this be a-“word in season to him 
that is weary” (Isa. 50:4). 


" 
The Spirit's Help in Prayer 


(Continued from second page) 


Spirit helps us to pray according to the 
will of God. " 

3. While we may not know just what 
the Spirit is asking on our behalf, we 
have the consciousness that He is with 
us and helping us in prayer, and that 
before the Father, He gives words, as it 
were, to the desires and longings that 
we do not know how to express. 

4. The pronoun “He” in verse 27 refers 
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to the Holy Spirit. In this verse we see 
two persons of the Trinity: the Spirit, 
who-searches the heart and who knows 
the will of God, helping the saints to 
pray according to that will. 

5. Yes, this is the Spirit of God. 

6. The saints may be ignorant of all 
the Spirit’s requests on their behalf; but 
in prayer they may have the assurance 
that the Spirit is with them and suggest- 
ing things for which they ought to pray. 
However, we have the Word of God, in- 
spired by the Holy Spirit, and in that 
are revealed numerous blessings which 
the Spirit desires all believers to have. 
Two examples are found in Ephesians 
1:15-19 and 3:14-19. 

7. The word “Abba” means “Father,” 
as stated in each of the three verses 
given. It is from the Aramaic language, 
“a term borrowed from childhood’s lan- 
guage to express filial address to God 
... The corresponding Hebrew word is 
Ab; it is common in compound proper 
names in the forms Ab and Abi, as 
Abimelech, Abner or Abiner, Eliab” (“A 
Dictionary of the Bible,” John D. Davis). 
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The Veins People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 9 


2. Bible Reading—A Stabilizing Influence 
(Matt. 4:1-11; Psa. 119:1-11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International. 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second in the series of four 

topics on “Habits That Strengthen” 
has to do with the value of forming 
the habit of daily Bible reading and 
study. Most of us do not require much 
urging to come to the table regularly 
for our meals. We have learned that 
food is good to the taste, that it 
strengthens and nourishes us. Why, 
then, do some of us’ need to be urged 
to partake regularly of spiritual food? 
Is it because we have not discovered 
or do not really believe that the Bible 
provides nourishment and strength for 
our spiritual life just as truly as physi- 
cal food supplies our needs for our phys- 
ical life? 

You would not think of trying to 
cram down, at one sitting, food for a 
week. Nor would you be satisfied to 
snatch a single mouthful on the run at 
each mealtime instead of eating a full 
meal. Yet some of us will try to get 
spiritual nourishment in just such a 
fashion, day after day, snatching a verse 
or two, or sometimes neglecting the 
Bible entirely. 


Let us see from the Word itself some 
of the reasons why it is worth while 
to give time to read and study and 
memorize the Bible: 


1. It reveals God’s perfect Law (Exod, 
24:3, 4). 

2. It shows man’s lost condition (Gal. 
3:22). 

3. It reveals Christ as Saviour (John 
5:39; Acts 10:43). 

4. It shows the way of salvation (2 
Tim. 3:15). 

5. It produces faith (John 20:31; Rom. 
10:17). 

6. It provides cleansing, 
(Psa, 119:9). 

7. It gives protection against sinning, 
if hidden in the heart (Psa. 119:11). 

8. It is a mirror to reveal to believers 
their true state (Jas. 1:25). - 

9. It is light for the daily walk (Psa. 
119: 105). 

10. It admonishes and builds up the 
believer (1 Cor. 10:11; 2 Tim. 3:16). 

11. It teaches, instructs, corrects, and 
reproves (2 Tim. 3:16). , 

12. It promotes growth (1 Pet, 2:2). 

13. It gives knowledge (Psa. 19:11; 
119: 98-100; 1 Cor. 10:11). 

14. It satisfies (Job 23:12; Psa. 19:10; 
119: 20, 47, 48; 1 Pet. 1:23). 


if needed 
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15. It gives joy (Psa. 19:8; 119:14, 16, 
24, 92; 1 John 1:4). 

16. It comforts (Psa. 119:50, 92, 93; 
Acts 15:30, 31; Rom. 15:4). 

17. It gives hope (Psa, 119:81, 147; 
Rom, 15:4). 

od 

We shall never find time for Bible 
reading and study. We must make time 
for it. It will seem to us sometimes 
as though everything will conspire to 
keep us from God’s Word—pressing 
duties, weariness, friends, studies, and 
the like. Only as we set our faces as 
a flint to take time each day for Bible 
reading shall we be able to form that 
good habit. 

ve 

The Lord Jesus has set us a good ex- 
ample in His use of the Scriptures. He 
quoted them from His youth up, using . 
the Old Testament, the only Scriptures 
that were in existence in His time, thus 
He showed that He knew the Scriptures 
thoroughly. In the Temptation in the 
wilderness, He met Satan’s suggestions 
with the Word of God, as the first Scrip- 
ture portion chosen for this-week shows 
up, and He put Satan to rout. When 
hypocritical scribes and Pharisees tried 
to trap Him into statements that could 
be used to discredit Him with the people 
and with the Roman authorities, the 
Lord Jesus used the Scriptures in which 
these men claimed to be expert, with 
repierlike skill to confuse and upset and 
put His critics to shame. 


In all of the Christian’s armor named 
in Ephesians 6:11-18, with which he is 
to be enabled to stand against the wiles 
of the Devil and the forces of evil, there 
is only one piece that is to be used for 
offense. It is “the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God” (v.17). The 
use of this weapon with prayer and 
watching will keep us from being 
thrown off balance by the enemy’s at- 
tacks. Truly the regular reading of 
God’s Word has a stabilizing influence, 
enabling us to hold steady and keep 
firm in the midst of: all the enemy can 
do to upset us. Are you reading it 
dally and prayerfully? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 144) 


for our pleasure: Then as we gazed 
at the sunrise coming over the mighty 
Victorian Glacier and reflected in the 
cold still waters of that magnificent 
blue-green Lake Louise, we got a 
glimpse of what God has in store for 
His people in that beautiful land be- 
yond the skies. The serenity and 
peace one received as we looked 
across beautiful Emerald Lake and 
saw the deer at the water’s edge! 
“God’s in His Heaven, all’s right with 
the world.” “Thou wilt keep him in 


perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
(Isa. 26:3). 


on thee” Then on to 
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lovely Vancouver where we boarded 
the steamer for the cruise up the In- 
land Passage to that enchanting 
Alaska. Here we had the joy of 
knowing the members of our tour. 


Our tour to Alaska could fill a book. 
The visit with the Baptist mission- 
aries, Harry Borahs, and their church. 
They also took us on a tour of Ketchi- 
kan and out to the area where the 
Mathis family live. These are the 
folks who make the famous totem 
poles in Alaska. What a challenge 
this vast pioneer country is to us! 
So near and yet so far away from this 
United States. They are a part of us, 
and still so very few know of Christ 
and His love for all] mankind. What 
an opportunity for young Christians 
to go there and spread the Gospel 
to these English-speaking neighbors! 
Our hearts were stirred everywhere 
we went. Those little Indians, know- 
ing nothing of God’s unending love for 
them, living in a country where beg- 
ging and whiskey seem to predomi- 
nate. High mountains, beautiful snow- 
capped peaks, a beautiful picture at 
every turn, and so few who know of 
Him who created all things, both great 
and small. Those little Indians at the 
docks, selling their wares. When we 
gave them tracts that would tell them 
of Jesus, how their little eyes looked 
in bewilderment, not know what we 
were talking about, but they clung 
to the little tracts with great interest. 
Will they read them, can they under- 
stand them, will someone else try to 
help them? That was the question. 
Even the beauty of the great Menden- 
hall Glacier at sunset, the bright 
colors of the many Alaskan sunsets 
could not cover up the eagerness of 
one small boy as he stood on the dock 
and waved good-by to us, clutching 
that little tract telling about Jesus 
who loves all little children. That is 
what Alaska. means to us. But there 
was a real'ray’' of hope when we had 
the privilege of meeting some real 
Christian Indians: the Mater family 
of Ketchikan, and Mrs. Bessie Visaya 
of Juneau. So all have not knelt to 
worship Baal. God has a few up there, 
and we pray the Word will spread 
before He comes again. 

Are we who have been so blessed 
by our Heavenly Father doing any- 
thing for the least of these? “Inas- 


much as ye have done it unto the least ' 


of these my brethren, ye have done 

it unto me” (Matt. 25:40). So with 

that challenge in our hearts we sailed 
away at\late sunset from Alaska for 

Vancouver, then on to the City of 

Flowers; Victoria. 

This year’s tour includes many other 
pleget of beauty and interest besides 
the Inland Water cruise. Banff, Lake 
Louise, Yellowstone National Park, 
Grand Teton National Park, and a trip 
by bus over the famous Red Lodge Road 
with 10,000-foot elevation, with snow- 
capped mountain ranges all about, are 
some of the attractions of the tour. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the Times, 
and Mrs, Jaeger will accompany the 
tour throughout. A free, illustrated 
folder is available, giving costs and all 








‘ from the darkness of sin. 


details. Mail a card to Mr. Jaeger re- 
questing this folder and it will be sent 


to you at once. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lessen Committee. 


March 3 to 9 


Mon., March 3.—Phil. 2:12-18. 
Light in Darkness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye shine as 
lights in the world.” God has shined 
into our lives, by giving us the knowl- 
edge of His glory in the face of His only 
begotten Son, that He might in turn 
shine out of our lives into the lives of 
others. Is it not the least that He can 
expect of us that we keep our lives clean 
so that His light is not dimmed before 
the eyes of others? Are you really shin- 
ing for the Lord Jesus? Do others,.by 


your words and works, see Him as the 


Light of the world? Pray for day-by- 
day tleansing that you may be light 
without shadows to those around you 
who live in darkness. 


Tues., March 4.—Matt. 5:13-16, 
A Saving Influence. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are the light 
of the world.” God in Christ is our natu- 
ral and spiritual light (John 1:1-5). 
Christ is our only hope of being turned 
Have you 
been deliveréd from the power of dark- 
ness and translated into the Kingdom 
of the Son of Goti’s love? Are you now 
light in the Lord? (Eph. 5:14.) Pray 
for the writers of THe SunDAY ScHOOL 
TIMEs. 


Wed., March 5.—Acts 19:21-27. 
Christianity and Heathenism. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Paul hath per- 
suaded and turned away much people, 
saying that they be no gods, which are 
made with hands.” The heathen have 
gods of their own manufacture. But 
they do not know the God who is Cre- 
ator, Redeemer, and Saviour. Their 
condition in ignorance and degradation 
is woeful. They are full of all kinds of 
evil, both in thought and in life. Sal- 
vation provided for them in Chrig#t must 
be taken to them with all haste. The 
heathen can only have the Gospel 
preached to them by missionaries who 
are prepared and sent by God and sup- 
ported by obedient churches. Pray for 
a great missionary awakening at home 
and for a marvelous missionary advance 
in heathen lands. 


Thurs., March 6.—Acts 19:28-41. 
Facing Oppositien. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have brought 
hither these men, which are neither 
robbers of churches, nor yet blas- 
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phemers of your goddess.” Wherever 
Christ is preached by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, antagonism wiil be stirred 
up by our great Adversary. This very 
factor, however (the power of the 
Spirit), is the assurance of success (see 
2 Cor. 2:14). Christ carried off the vic- 
tory over Satan at the cross (Col, 2:15), 
and the Lion of Judah can give us the 
victory through grace in every situa- 
tion. Pray for more victories on the for- 
eign mission fields, 


Fri., March 7.—1 Thess. 5:1-11. 
Withstanding Temptation. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “Let us watch 
and be sober.”. Every Christian needs 
to observe the Lord’s caution about 
watching and praying lest temptation 
overcome him. Desire for money and 
for honor are great temptations among 
people. There is the danger of mis- 
trusting God. Worldly associates, pros- 
perity, and even poverty are doors of 
temptation for our souls. God, by His 
available and all-sufficient grace, enables 
each one to bear and to triumph over 
his temptations. Blessed are those who 
overcome.: Pray, “Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 


Sat., March 8.—Matt. 7:24-29. 
Living the Teaching. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever hear- 
eth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock.” 
The infinite perfection of the wisdom of 
Christ appears in His teachings. The 
folly of man in this age is seen in his 
rejection of God’s wisdom. It is “a 
greater than Solomon” who speaks to 
us in Christ. It is He in whom are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge. All who derive their wisdom 
from Him, the Wonderful, the Coun- 
sellor, the Mighty God, are wise unto 
salvation and Jife, both for time and for 
eternity. “His truth endureth to all 
generations” (Psa. 100:5). Pray for a 
lively hunger to live out the truths in 
Christ’s teachings. 


Sun., March 9.—Matt. 13:31-33. 
How the Kingdom Comes. 


Prayer Succestions: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like to a grain of mus- 
tard seed .. . like unto leaven, which 
a woman took, and hid in three meas- 
ures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened.” -Various interpretations 
of the parables of our Lord have been 
proposed. All cannot be correct. The 
point to keep in mind is that the Gos- 
pel is to be spread over the world. 
It has its seedtime, its period of 
growth, and its harvest. Mixture 
cannot be avoided, but “the Lord 
knoweth them that are his. And, Let 
every one that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Tim. 
2:19). Pray for the success of the 
Gospel in your field of labor for the 
Lord, 
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